PSYC 260  Abnormal Psychology

Prof. Tomczak

COURSE SYLLABUS—Spring, 2016

TEACHING INTERN:  Ms. Kahla Uhrinek
e-mail:  ku4@geneseo.edu   Office Hours: ________________________________

MY OFFICE HOURS:
By appointment.  You can leave messages for me with the Psych Department (ext. 5205), or on my voicemail (ext. 5532) or you may leave a note in my mailbox specifying your name, course and section numbers and a phone number at which I can reach you.  My office is located in Bailey 118.  My e-mail address is tomczak@geneseo.edu.  You may also try to contact me at Genesee Community College in Batavia if you don't mind paying the “long distance”.  My number there is 343-0055, ext. 6296.  There is voice mail connected to this number --leave a message and I'll call you back.

myCourses: 

· We will be conducting some class discussions and engaging in some other online activities in our myCourses/Angel online course area at:
 http://mycourses.geneseo.edu or http://my.geneseo.edu
COURSE DESCRIPTION: Study of a wide variety of behavior disorders, with an emphasis on nosology and etiology.  An attempt is made to integrate psychological, biological, sociocultural, and situational interpretations of abnormality.  Prerequisite: 6 semester hours in psychology.

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

1. To familiarize students with the advantages and the inherent difficulties in defining psychological abnormality. 

2. To provide an historical perspective of the perceived causes and treatments of psychological disorders. 

3. To familiarize students with personality/biological theories that attempt to explain the causes of psychological disorders and their corresponding therapies. 

4. To review scientific methodology and familiarize students with various assessment and diagnostic techniques. 

5. To introduce students to the diagnostic system utilized by the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM). 

6. To familiarize the students with the characteristic symptoms of a majority of the psychological disorders highlighted in the DSM.

REQUIRED TEXT: Fundamentals of Abnormal Psychology (7th edition), by Ronald J. Comer. It is available at Sundance Books and the college bookstore.  It is also available online through Coursesmart.com 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS & POLICIES: 

Exams:  There will be three multiple choice/short answer exams (non-comprehensive) during the semester.  Anything covered in lecture, or in assigned readings in the texts is fair game for these exams.

Make-up exams will only be granted in the event of excused absences which are defined here as those being okayed by the office of the Dean of Students or those of which I am informed of prior to the examination date for which adequate measures have been taken in advance to insure the exam is made up. Take note of the examination dates highlighted in the course outline on the following page.

Group Research Presentation/Paper:  Part of your final grade will be based on the completion of a 10-15 minute presentation. This presentation will be based on a research article from a scholarly journal your group will choose on a set of disorders to be assigned to your group by me in the coming weeks. You will also be required to submit a written critique of the article the week after your presentation discussing the content of the presentation as well. This paper should be prepared in APA format. Both the presentation and the paper will be graded on a numeric scale using a rubric assessing a number of areas including effectiveness of visuals, quality of the writing style, and your adherence to the APA guidelines.  Additional scoring criteria will be forthcoming.

Individual Case Study:  During the semester, I will provide you with a narrative describing a client’s condition and background.  After consulting our text and the diagnostic criteria included in the DSM (which can be found in our college library and in most college libraries), you will be required to provide a diagnosis of the client including your rationale based on the client’s reported symptoms as they match the DSM diagnostic criteria.  You will also be required to provide a proposed treatment plan for this client using the planning and implementing treatment guidelines discussed at the end of chapter 3.

Material on APA format, sample papers, as well as additional guidelines for completing these papers can be found in myCourses and on my GCC web page— http://faculty.genesee.edu/tptomczak/abnorm.htm
All papers must be typed and submitted in APA format.  Late papers will be penalized one letter grade per day including weekends!!
Reading Assignments (RAs): Throughout the semester, you will be required to submit several brief discussions/comprehension "quizzes" on readings posted in MyCourses. These quizzes are to be completed online in MyCourses. When calculating your final grade, I will drop the 1 assignment with the lowest score from the calculation. Assignment due dates and requirements will be announced as we go along. Late assignments will only be accepted in the event of an excused absence.  Your average on these quizzes will account for 10% of your final grade.
Online Case Discussions (CDs):  After Exam #1, you will also be required to participate in 8 of 9 weekly case discussions which will be posted in MyCourses.  You should participate only after you have finished reading the chapter for the week.  You will receive 1 participation point for each discussion you participate in, but as with the assignments only a maximum of 8 of these points will be counted towards your grade.  These discussion points will account for 10% of your final grade.

Academic dishonesty-Academic dishonesty, or cheating, can take many forms--plagiarism, copying off of another student's examination, obtaining copies of an examination prior to the examination date, or submitting someone else's work under your own name. 

No, not everyone does it, but recent studies indicate that "cheating" among college undergraduates is on the rise. Geneseo does have a uniform college-wide policy regarding cheating. If you are not familiar with this policy you should realize, though, that by enrolling in this class you have informally but legally agreed to conform to the standards set forth by me in this syllabus. If reasonable evidence exists that indicates that you have cheated, you will receive a failing grade for this course. It will also become clear to you as the semester progresses that the odds greater that the person sitting next to you is in the D to E range rather than the A to B range!

CRITERIA FOR GRADING: Your final grade will be determined based on the average of your exam scores and your grades on the papers (weighted 80%) plus your average score on the reading assignments (10%) and your case discussion points (10%). 
	PERCENTAGE 
RANGE 
	LETTER

GRADE 

	93-100 
	A

	90-92 
	A-

	87-89 
	B+

	84-86 
	B

	80-83 
	B-

	77-79 
	C+

	74-76 
	C

	70-73 
	C-

	60-69 
	D

	59-0 
	E


COURSE WITHDRAWAL: The (W) grade is for withdrawing (or being involuntarily withdrawn by the instructor) from a course. It is the student's responsibility [not the instructor's!] to formally withdrawal from a course prior to the withdrawal deadline." The Withdrawal deadline for the Spring, 2016 semester is Monday, April 4th. Although it is my prerogative to withdrawal any student I have not "heard from" on April 4th, it is not my responsibility. If your grades for the course have been poor, and you believe that you have no possible chance of passing the class with a satisfactory grade, it is your responsibility to withdrawal from the class before the 4th. If you do not take the initiative to withdrawal by this date you may risk receiving an E for the course. If you have any further questions regarding withdrawing from courses, contact the records/registrar office.

CLASS CANCELLATION PROCEDURE:  In the event of inclement weather (e.g., a snow storm) or any other severe conditions that might warrant the closing of the college, announcements regarding class cancellations will be made on the following radio stations:

Avon 

WYSL AM (1030)

Batavia 

WBTA AM (1490)

Buffalo 

WBEN AM (930) 

WKBW AM (1520) 

WKSE FM (98.5)

Dansville 

WDNY AM (1400)
Geneseo 

WGBC AM (640) 

WGSU FM (89.3)
Rochester 

WHAM AM (1180)

Warsaw 

WCJW AM (1140)

Or you can call the information line at ext. 6666 for closing information.

Make sure to listen for specific cancellation information.  The radio stations will state whether day or evening classes are canceled.  In some instances, only one or the other may be canceled because weather conditions may improve later.

In the event of a school closing adjustments will be made in our class schedule to accommodate for the lost time.  Please note that if there is an emergency closing on a day when an examination is scheduled plan on having the examination on our first day back after the closing.
Since many commuting students live in outlying areas, it is entirely possible that you may experience severe weather in your area while the Geneseo area is left untouched.  Even though school may be open please use your best judgment when considering travel in severe weather.  There is no sense risking life or limb.  Simply notify me that you can't make it as soon as you can.  Remember that a message can be left on my office answering machine at any hour of the day.

SUPPORT SERVICES: Tutoring for this class may be available. If you are having difficulties with this course and would like some additional help, please see me and I will try to refer you to the appropriate help. With some students passing a class on their own is a matter of pride, but don't let pride stand in the way of getting a good grade with a little help.  If you are having trouble with anything-tests, note taking, etc.-please see me. I am here to help you succeed.
COURSE OVERVIEW & SCHEDULE: (subject to change) 

	DATE
	DAY
	TOPIC
	READING

	1/19
	T
	Introductions
	

	1/21
	H
	History of Abnormality; Research Methods
	Chap. 1

	1/26
	T
	cont’d; Reading Assignment (RA) #1 due in myCourses
	

	1/28
	H
	Models
	Chap. 2

	2/2
	T
	cont’d
	

	2/4
	H
	cont’d; RA #2 due
	

	2/9
	T
	Assessment, Diagnosis, Treatment
	Chap. 3

	2/11
	H
	cont’d; RA #3 due
	

	2/16
	T
	EXAM #1
	

	2/18
	H
	Anxiety Disorders
	Chap. 4

	2/23
	T
	cont’d; Case Discussion (CD) Ch. 4 due in myCourses
	

	2/25
	H
	Disorders of Trauma and Stress; RA #4 due
	Chap. 5

	3/1
	T
	Disorders of Trauma and Stress—cont’d; RA #5 due
	

	3/3
	H
	Mood Disorders
	Chap. 6

	3/8
	T
	cont’d; RA #6 due
	

	3/10
	H
	Somatoform and Related Disorders; CD Ch. 6 due
	Chap. 8

	3/15*
	T
	SPRING BREAK-no classes!
	

	3/17*
	H
	SPRING BREAK-no classes!
	

	3/22
	T
	Eating Disorders; CASE REPORTS GROUP A DUE; CD Ch. 8 due
	Chap. 9

	3/24
	H
	CD Ch. 9 due; EXAM #2
	

	3/29
	T
	Research Presentations—Group A
	

	3/31
	H
	Sexual Dysfunctions; Paraphilic Disorders; Gender Dysphoria
	Chap. 11

	4/5
	T
	cont’d
	

	4/7
	H
	The Schizophrenias; RA #7 due; CD Ch. 11 due
	Chap. 12

	4/12
	T
	cont’d
	

	4/14
	H
	Personality Disorders; CD Ch. 12 due
	Chap. 13

	4/19*
	T
	G.R.E.A.T. DAY-no classes
	

	4/21
	H
	Neurodevelopmental Disorders; CD Ch. 13 due
	Chap. 14

	4/26
	T
	cont’d: RA #8 due
	

	4/28
	H
	Neurocognitive Disorders; RA #9 due; CASE REPORTS GROUP B DUE; CD Ch. 14 due
	Chap. 15

	5/3
	T
	Research Presentations—Group B; CD Ch. 15 due
	

	5/5
	H
	EXAM #3—6:45-9:45 PM
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STUDENT STATEMENT:

I have read, understand and agree to comply with the terms set forth in this syllabus for the course Abnormal Psychology (PSYC 260) during Spring, 2016.

_____________________________  (Student Signature)

____________________ (Date)

Please sign this form and return to me.
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