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Recent Events    2-3 
 

The department has 
hosted and sponsored a 
variety of events, includ-

ing the Model United 
bŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ .ƻǎǘƻƴ 
and the annual dinner.  

Alumni 3-4 
 

Do you ever wonder 
where your fellow  

Geneseo classmates are 
and what they are  

doing? See what our 
PoliSci/IR alumni          

are up to! 

Student Spotlight 4-7 
 

Many of our fine majors 
are included in this 

newsletter. We have 
ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ DŜƴŜǎŜƻΩǎ  
best students in our  

department! 

Upcoming Events 8 
 

Check out some of the 
fascinating department 
events this fall which  

your generous  
contributions are  

supporting!   

 
 
 

 This past May we con-
gratulated the class of 2010 for 
their exceptional achieve-
ments.  While the current 
economy is especially chal-
lenging for those entering the 
workforce, I am confident that 
DŜƴŜǎŜƻΩǎ ƴŜǿ ŀƭǳƳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄπ
cel over the long haul.  Unlike 
commencement for the 
Ǉŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
graduation ceremony en-
joyed sunny skies and the 
absence of precipitation.  
Following the commence-
ment ceremony the col-
lege hosted a reception in 
front of the College Un-
ion.  Pictured to the right 
are Professor Victoria 
Farmer and Senia Cuevas 
ΩмлΦ 

 We bid adieu to 46 Po-
litical Science majors and 54 
International Relations majors 
who received their diplomas, 
wishing them much success 
and happiness. Although I do 
not have detailed records, I 
suspect May 2010 was the 
largest graduating class in the 
history of the Department of 
Political Science & Interna-
tional Relations.   

 

Below: PoliSci/IR Professor Victoria 
CŀǊƳŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ {Ŝƴƛŀ /ǳŜǾŀǎ Ωмл  
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 The Geneseo Model U.N. Club ventured 
to Boston for Harvard Model U.N. exercises 
from February 10th to 14th.  This year, Daniel 
{ǇƛŜǎǎ Ωфл kindly hosted a reception for the six-
teen student delegates and Professor Edward 
Drachman, the faculty advisor for the Model 
¦ΦbΦΩǎ .ƻǎǘƻƴ ǘǊƛǇΦ   !ŦǘŜǊ 5ŀƴ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ ŀ 
reception for the students, we learned that he 
lived a mere 4-5 blocks from the hotel where 
the Model U.N. exercises were held and the stu-
dents lodged (the Copley Square area).  On the 
Saturday night of the trip the students and Pro-
fessor Drachman walked to the reception at 
5ŀƴΩǎ ŎƻƴŘƻƳƛƴƛǳƳΦ  ¢ƛƳ tŜǊƭŀ Ωлм and his wife 
aŜƭƛǎǎŀ IǳƭǎŜ Ωлм, both Geneseo graduates, co-
incidentally live across the street from Dan, and 
also attended the reception.  As is quite obvious 
from the accompanying pictures, the students 
and Professor Drachman enjoyed the reception.  
We are most grateful to Dan for his gracious-
ness and generosity. 
 Dan Spiess graduated from Geneseo in 

1990; he fondly remembers taking classes with 
Professors Deutsch and Goeckel, and occasion-
ally running into Dr. Goeckel in the Park Avenue 
area of Rochester following graduation as both 
lived in that section of Rochester.  After working 
in Rochester for a few years, Dan enrolled in the 
Masters Degree program in Planning at SUNY 
Buffalo.  Upon receiving his Planning degree, 
Dan moved to Colorado to work on a variety of 
jobs and enjoy skiing in the Telluride area.  He 
then moved to Boston to work as a planner for 
M.I.T., followed by a position as a Brownfields 
Coordinator for the Massachusetts Department 
of Environmental Protection.  Seeing the writing 
on the wall to return to graduate school, Dan 
moved to Ann Arbor, Michigan to attain a Ph.D. 
in Urban Planning from the University of Michi-
gan and conducted his dissertation research in 
Seattle, Washington.  Following a move to New 
York City, Dan has returned to Boston to con-
duct research at the Dukakis Center for Urban 
and Regional Policy at Northeastern University.  
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    Model UN  

/ƭǳōΩǎ ¢ǊƛǇ  
to Boston,  

February 2010 

Left: Geneseo Model 
UN Team enjoying the 
reception  

April 2010 Senior/Honors Dinner 
   

 
 
 

 

 On April 30th the Department held its an-
nual Senior/Honors Dinner at the Big Tree Inn.  
¢ƘŜ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǳƭǘȅΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ 
as it provides faculty with a wonderful opportu-
nity to honor outstanding student achievement 
and give recognition to our graduating seniors.  
/ǳǊǘƛǎ .ƛŜŘŜǊōŜŎƪ ΩммΣ bƛŎƪ Yŀŀǎƛƪ ΩммΣ ²ƛƭƭ [ŀπ

ōŀǘŜ Ωмм, and wƻōŜǊǘ wŀǎƳǳǎǎŜƴ Ωмл shared the 
Ed Janosik Leadership Prize.  Benjamin 
YǊƻƭƛƪƻǿǎƪƛ Ωмл and {Ƙŀƴƴŀ wŜǳƭōŀŎƘ Ωмл  re-
ceived the Legal Studies Award.  Ben will begin 
matriculation at Pace University Law School in 
September, while Shanna will enroll at William 
and Mary in Williamsburg, Virginia.  Shanna 
wŜǳƭōŀŎƘ Ωмл also received the Award for Out-
standing Senior in Political Science.  In addition to 
an outstanding performance in the  

    

Right: 5ŀƴƛŜƭ {ǇƛŜǎǎ Ψфл 
talking with students at 
the reception 
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classroom (3.95 GPA), Shanna was 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ DŜƴŜǎŜƻΩǎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƻŦ 
Democracy Matters and worked 
with her fellow students in Pi 
Sigma Alpha on production of The 
Political RealmΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ 
journal that gives recognition to 
outstanding student papers.  
(Coincidentally, Shanna published 
papers in The Political Realm in 
previous years). Shanna also car-
ries a History major, completed a 
senior honors thesis on the civil 
rights movement, and undertook 
study-abroad experiences in Scot-
land and Italy. 
 9ƭƭȅƴ WŀƳŜǎƻƴ Ωмл received 
the Ambassador Apartments 
award for the outstanding junior in 
International Relations, and Mark 
{ƛƳŜƻƴŜ Ωмл ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ aƻǊǊƛǎǎŜȅ 
Ωмл were recognized as the Out-
standing Seniors in International 
relations.  Wǳǎǘƛƴ DƻƻŘƳŀƴ Ωмл re-
ceived the award for outstanding 
internship.  Last summer Justin 
was an intern at New York Senator 
/ƘŀǊƭŜǎ {ŎƘǳƳŜǊΩǎ IǳŘǎƻƴ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ 
Regional Office, and during fall and 
spring semesters he interned in 
Rochester Mayor Robert Duffy's 
hŦŦƛŎŜΦ WǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Mayor's Office included preparing 
briefing papers, developing sched-
ules, and formulating talking points 
at functions where Mayor Duffy 
appeared.  
 Finally, aŀȄ {ŎƘǳƭǘŜ Ωмл 
received the Rose Bachem Alent 
Award as the Outstanding Senior 
double majoring in International 
Relations and Foreign Languages.  
Also recognized were students ad-
mitted to Sigma Iota Rho, Pi Sigma 
Alpha, and Phi Beta Kappa.  

Right: This 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƛƴŘǳŎπ
tees into  the 
Phi Beta 
Kappa honor 
society along 
with Professor 
Victoria 
Farmer 

 
 

 

Alumni Notes 
!ƴŘǊŜǿ hǘƛǎ Ψур 

   

 !ƴŘǊŜǿ hǘƛǎ Ωур believes the rigorous and challeng-
ing classes taught by Dr. Kenneth Deutsch prepared him well 
for law school. While a student at Geneseo, Andrew also 
worked closely with Professor Judith Gentlemen, completing 
a number of courses with her in Comparative Politics and 
International Relations. Dr. Gentlemen encouraged Andrew 
to pursue a joint degree at Indiana Uni-versity, a program 
that combines Public Administration with a Juris Doctorate.  
Hence, following his graduation from Geneseo in 1985, Politi-
cal Science major !ƴŘǊŜǿ hǘƛǎ Ωур headed to Bloomington, 
LƴŘƛŀƴŀ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŀƛƴ ŀ Ƨƻƛƴǘ WǳǊƛǎ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴ tǳōƭƛŎ 
Administration with a focus on environmental policy. At Indi-
ana, he taught Law and Public Policy at the undergraduate 
ƭŜǾŜƭ ŀǘ L¦Ωǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ tǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎΦ IŜ 
received his J.D. and M.P.A. in 1990, and then moved from 
Bloomington to Washington, D.C. to work on environmental 
policy at the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency. At EPA, Andrew began 
by helping to draft regulations im-
plementing the Clean Air Act 
Amendments of 1990. He then be-
came involved in policies that influ-
enced global climate change, the 
use of market mechanisms and eco-
nomic analysis methodology. Mr. 
Otis coordinated contributions from 

Continued on Page 4  
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EPA's Policy Office to President Clinton's 1992 
Climate Change Action Plan, and served on the 
Enterprise for the Environment, a multi-
stakeholder project chaired by former EPA Ad-
ministrator William Ruckelshaus.  
 In 1998 Andrew left Washington and the 
Environmental Protection Agency to work at the 
law firm of Curtis, Mallet-Prevost, Colt, and 
Mosle, an international law firm that concen-
trates on cross-border transactions and complex 
multijurisdictional disputes. Andrew is currently 
a partner in the Environmental Group at Curtis, 
Mallet-Prevost, Colt, and Mosle.  Andrew repre-
sents clients in matters involving environmental 

laws, regulations and policies as they relate to 
transactions, litigation and enforcement actions. 
He also advises clients active in the international 
carbon markets, and has been involved with in-
ternational arbitrations that include claims of 
non-compliance with major U.S. and foreign en-
vironmental, health and safety laws. He advises 
clients on compliance with a variety of environ-
mental statutes and regulations, including the 
Clean Air Act, Toxic Substances Control Act, and 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act.  
 !ƴŘǊŜǿ hǘƛǎ Ωур Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƛƴπ
ǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ tƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ !Řπ
visory Cabinet.  

Study Abroad in Moscow 

  

Right: 
Geneseo 
students  
visiting   
Russian  
Parliament, 
The Duma 

Left: 
Professor 
Goeckel 
with the 
students in 
front of the 
Presidential 
Offices in 
the Kremlin 

 
 

 

 
 

 

This past May and June Professor Robert 

Goeckel took students to Moscow, Russia for 

a course on Russian Politics and History.  This 

ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DŜƴŜǎŜƻΩǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀōǊƻŀŘ ǇǊƻπ

gram, and marked the fourth time Professor 

Goeckel taught this course in Moscow.  In 

addition to textbook readings, students re-

ceived lectures from a large number of Rus-

sian scholars on various aspects of Russian 

Politics, History, and Culture.  The students 

ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ŀǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ 

Russian Soul and the American Smile (or Why 

²Ŝ 5ƻƴΩǘ ¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ hƴŜ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊύέΤ   

άaƻǎŎƻǿ !ǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нлth Cen-
tury: From the Revolutionary Constructiv-
ƛǎƳ ǘƻ {ǘŀƭƛƴΩǎ ¢ƻǘŀƭƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ 9ƳǇƛǊŜ {ǘȅƭŜΤέ 
ŀƴŘ άwǳǎǎƛŀƴ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ tƻƭƛŎȅΦέ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ 
Goeckel arranged for students to visit the 
Russian Presidential Palace, the Russian 
5ǳƳŀ όǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǊ IƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ƭŜƎƛǎπ
lature), as well as many other Russian 
historical sites.  The students also met 
with American journalists from ABC 
News, National Public Radio, and the 
New York Times responsible for covering 
contemporary Russian politics and cul-
ture. 


