GOUVERNET STUDENT AMBASSADORS FUND
For a Transformational, Summer Experience
Department of Languages and Literatures
	

Description:

In memory of Dr. Gérard Gouvernet, this fund is dedicated to providing a transformational experience in a French-speaking nation to one advanced-level SUNY Geneseo student of French per year. Course work, an internship, research activity, a cultural immersion or service-learning experience, or other types of transformational experiences that a student proposes in order to earn credit toward a SUNY Geneseo French major may qualify for this $5,000 award.

This memorial is most befitting the legacy of an educator who was renowned for his commitment to fostering students’ intellectual and personal growth throughout his twenty-seven years at Geneseo. Professor Gouvernet joined the faculty in 1982, after receiving his Licence ès-Lettres in Spanish and Portuguese from the Université de Montpellier, France, and his M.A. and Ph.D. (1970, 1978) in French from Harvard University.  In 1991, “Gouvie,” as he was fondly dubbed by his students, served as Acting Chair of the department, and then served as department Chair from 1992 to 2001.  In 2002 he was promoted to Full Professor.

Among Dr. Gouvernet’s numerous contributions to SUNY College at Geneseo were the establishment of the Montpellier, France, study abroad program and his advisement of Phi Sigma Iota, the International Foreign Language Honor Society. His devotion, knowledge, and talent were recognized by numerous awards, including the President´s Award for Excellence in Academic Advisement in 2001. 

Eligibility Criteria:

1. Strong academic performance in French and overall (minimum GPA 3.0 for both) or strong academic promise;
2. No, or very little, study abroad experience in a French-speaking country;
3. Financial need/lack of opportunity.


Application must include:
	
1. A letter by the applicant, in English, that:
· States clearly his or her reasons and goals for pursuing an experience abroad;
· Describes any previous experience abroad;
· Explains how the Gouvernet Ambassadorship will be transformational for the student in regard to completion of a SUNY Geneseo degree;
· Addresses, if such is the case, financial need and lack of opportunity.

2. 	Two academic letters of recommendation, at least one of which must be from a Geneseo Languages and Literatures faculty member.

3.  	Academic transcripts from all colleges attended. 

		Application deadline:  March 20th

[bookmark: _GoBack]		Submit all materials to:	Dr. Rose McEwen, Chair
						Dept. of Languages and Literatures
						SUNY Geneseo
						One College Circle – Welles Hall 211
						Geneseo, NY  14454
	
Selection Process:

Review of application and recommendations by a departmental committee consisting of three faculty members. Two of those members must be full-time employees; at least one member must be a professor of French. The committee will reserve the right to solicit further pertinent information from faculty who may be familiar with the applicant’s work.  Once selected, the committee will submit its recommendation for the Gouvernet Ambassadorship to the board of the Center for Discovery, Inquiry and Leadership for its final approval.  


Further Requirements:

1. Upon return from the experience abroad, the Gouvernet Ambassador will make a presentation, open to the college community (e.g., during National French Week, GREAT Day), about his or her experience.
2. Upon return, the Gouvernet Ambassador will serve for a one-school-year term as a student member of the Center for Inquiry, Discovery and Leadership’s board.
3. Also upon return, the Ambassador will make formal contact with Mrs. Gérard (Suzanne) Gouvernet to thank her for the opportunity and discuss the experience with her, if she so desires. 

