Effective Database Searching


Begin at the library webpage (http://library.geneseo.edu), and choose the RESOURCES tab in the QuickSearch box:  Click the link for Multidisciplinary Resources and click on JSTOR. 

1. Choose the Search Help option.  Scroll down and look for information about wildcard searches. 
2. Why might you use an asterisk (*) in your searches?
Return to the basic search screen and perform a search using the following keywords (terms?)
“health care” and reform
1. How many results__________?

2. Is this an effective search?

3. Why/why not?

 Go to the Advanced Search screen, search for both “health care”  and reform, but this time choose abstract for both terms in the dropdown boxes on the right.   Under Limit To, check the “article” box.  Limit Language to English, then click search.
1. Note the number of results: __________.
2. Why do you think the number of results changed? 

3. Is this a more effective search?

4. Why/why not?
 Click on an article written by Norman Daniels found in The Milbank Memorial Fund Quarterly. Health and Society. 

1. Do we have the full-text for this article?

2. How many articles by Norman Daniels are found in JSTOR?  
3. How did you find this information?

4. Email this article to yourself. How did you do this?
Go back to the library webpage (http://library.geneseo.edu), and choose the RESOURCES tab in the QuickSearch box: 
Click the link for Resources by Subject. Click on the link for Political Science.  
1. Name one of the recommended resources: ______________________________________.
2. Scroll over this resource, what is its coverage (date range)? _________________________.
Click on the link for Worldwide Political Science Abstracts. Select the Advanced Search tab.  
In the top row of boxes, type “health care” OR “health services”.  In the second row of boxes, type reform OR access OR system*.  Then click search.  
1. How many results did you find? _________.   
2. How many of these are from Peer-reviewed journals? ________.
Click on Edit Search at the top of the results list.  For the second row of search terms, change the drop down box displaying “anywhere” to “descriptors, DE.”  Then click search.  

1. How did this change your results list? 

2. Click on the Peer-reviewed Journals tab.  Look at the descriptors to the right of the articles listed here.  
List two of these you might use to edit your search for better results: 

3. Click on the first article title in your results list.  What kind of information is provided?


4. Now click on the blue “Get Text” button.  If no electronic copy is found, how can you get the full-text of the article?

  Open a new tab/window and pull up Google Scholar - http://scholar.google.com/
   Perform a search for “health care” reform 
· How many results?

· How might you narrow the results to get a more manageable list?

Click on the title of the first article (Health Care Reform written by C. Ham in 1993). 
· Do we have access to this article?

· How would you get the article?

· Is this a scholarly article?

· How can you tell?
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