INTRODUCTION TO TECHNICAL THEATRE

THEA 130  SECTION  01&02                


  
 JOHNNIE FERRELL

M W 9:30 - 10:20  SPRING 2009        



OFFICE:  BRODIE 173A  OFFICE HOURS: M W 10:40 -11:40         


   245-5844
226-8809
www.geneseo.edu/~ferrell                          



    ferrell@geneseo.edu

TEXTS:
THEATRICAL DESIGN AND PRODUCTION(3rd) by J. Michael Gillette



"Waiting For The Parade" by John Murrell


"Arcadia" by Tom Stoppard
INTENDED STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

The successful student will be able to...

1.
Understand the basic elements and terminology that define technical theatre as an art form.



2.
Comprehend the production process of theatre from its initial organization 



through its final performance and post-mortem.



3.
Examine theatrical practice from a variety of approaches including 




organization, safety, forms, props, two and three-dimensional scenery and 



their materials, drawings, costumes, makeup, lighting, scene painting, and 



sound.



4.
Analyze performances for their technical content as related to theatre.


5.
Read and analyze plays for their technical content as related to theatre.



6.
Perform fundamental research on a specific topic in technical theatre, and 



present that topic in the form of a clearly written and well organized paper.



7.
Experience first-hand the backstage operation of a performance from areas 



such as costumes, lighting, sound, scenery and props.
GRADING POLICY:
COURSE GRADE IS BASED ON THE FOLLOWING:                


                                

PRODUCTION CREW WORK



33%





(See Crew System Requirements and Procedures, pp 5,6)



               


TWO TESTS AND A FINAL



33%                   



CLASS PARTICIPATION AND 

                


TWO WRITTEN PRODUCTION REVIEWS (2-3 PAGES) 

               


OF “The Game of Love and Chance” (March 4 - 8), 

Spring Dance Concert (April 23 - 26)


10%

               


PROP TECHNICAL REQUIREMENT PROJECTS

14%

                


FINAL PROJECT PICTORIAL RESEARCH 

10%

GRADE CURVE:

A
97 - 100
C+
82 - 84

PAPERS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED 
A-
95 - 96

C
78 - 81

AFTER THEIR DUE DATES AT
B+
92 - 94

C-
75 – 77
END OF DAY
B
88 - 91

D
65 - 74

B- 
85 - 87

E
00 – 64
SORRY, NO ELECTRONIC PAPERS!
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DESCRIPTIONS AND DUE DATES OF PAPERS:

1.
THREE WRITTEN PRODUCTION REVIEWS (2-3 PAGES) OF 


10%


“The Game of Love and Chance” (March 4 - 8)
DUE March 13

Spring Dance Concert (April 23 - 26) 

DUE May 1

Written reviews from a technical prospective of each major production in the semester discussing covered (to-date) technical material from class including performance space, seating, props, two and three dimensional scenery, costumes, lights, and sound.

2.
PROP TECHNICAL REQUIREMENT PROJECTS




14%

Written discussion of two plays, ("Waiting For The Parade" DUE February 23, and "Arcadia" DUE March 30), concerning prop technical requirements regarding performance space, time period, and the detailed description of props used in these plays.
 3.
FINAL PROJECT PICTORIAL RESEARCH (DUE May 1)


 10%

Written justification, (3-5 PAGES) of 5-10 visual, (i.e. Pictorial) research materials for elements to be used in one design area (sets, costumes, props, or lights) for a production of either "Waiting For The Parade" or "Arcadia".
PAPERS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER THEIR DUE DATES!!!

NOTE ABOUT DRESS FOR CLASS:

BE AWARE THAT SOME CLASSES WILL HAVE SOME PRACTICAL, HANDS-ON PROJECTS TO DO.  I WILL TRY TO WARN YOU ONE CLASS IN ADVANCE SO THAT YOU CAN DRESS ACCORDINGLY.
INTRODUCTION TO TECHNICAL THEATRE - SPRING 2009 CLASS SCHEDULE:

JAN.
21 W
FIRST CLASS MEETING - CREW SELECTION GUIDELINES



INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE 


26 M
THEATRE ORGANIZATION (READ pp.1-16)



ABOUT CREW EXPERIENCE    *MEET IN 154

28 W
THEATRE SAFETY 




CREW SELECTION FORMS DUE

31 SAT 
SCENE SHOP CREW ORIENTATION     10:15 AM - 2 PM


(ATTENDANCE MANDATORY - HOURS WILL NOT APPLY TOWARDS 


CREW HOURS, BUT WILL MEET THE 4 HOUR LAB REQUIREMENT) 


*MEET IN THE ALICE AUSTIN THEATRE (READ pp. 133-160)                  

FEB.
  2 M
THEATRE SAFETY/SAFETY QUIZ TAKE HOME


*MEET IN 154
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FEB.
  4 W
THEATRE FORMS (READ pp.45-71)



*MEET IN ALICE AUSTIN THEATRE

  9 M
THEATRE FORMS /SAFETY QUIZ DUE
11 W
THEATRE FORMS 



STAGE PROPS (READ pp. 268-287)



BEGIN PROP PAPERS FOR "Waiting For The Parade"


*MEET IN 154

16 M
NOTES ON READING A PLAY (READ pp. 113-123, 17-32)

*MEET IN 154

18 W
TEST #1  




23 M
DISCUSS TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS of "Waiting For The Parade"


ASSIGNMENT:  BEGIN READING "Arcadia" FOR MARCH 30

25 W
TWO-DIMENSIONAL SCENERY, FLATS, SOFT SCENERY 

(READ pp.206-220) THREE-DIMENSIONAL SCENERY - PLATFORMS (READ pp. 220-240)

OVERVIEW



*MEET IN ALICE AUSTIN THEATRE

MAR.
  2 M
TWO-DIMENSIONAL SCENERY, FLATS, SOFT SCENERY 

(READ pp.206-220)

  4 W  
MATERIALS IN WOODWORKING (READ pp.160-173)

“The Game of Love and Chance” March 4 - 8
STRIKE IS March 8

  9 M
FASTENERS, GLUES AND ADHESIVES (READ pp.173-181)

11 W
TWO-DIMENSIONAL SCENERY - SOFT SCENERY (READ pp. 218-220)


THREE-DIMENSIONAL SCENERY - PLATFORMS (READ pp. 220-240)

13 F
“The Game of Love and Chance” REVIEWS DUE 





(IN BFA #173A BY 4PM)


14 - 22

SPRING BREAK

23 M
THREE-DIMENSIONAL SCENERY

*MEET IN ALICE AUSTIN THEATRE

25 W
 HARDWARE, ROPE, CABLE, AND WIRE (READ pp.181-193)

*MEET IN ALICE AUSTIN THEATRE
30 M
DISCUSS TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS OF "Arcadia"


DISCUSSION OF FINAL PROJECT PICTORIAL RESEARCH – 

DUE:  MAY 2

* MEET IN 154  
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APR.
  1 W
 LIBRARY RESEARCH ON TECHNICAL THEATRE

*MEET IN MILNE LIBRARY ROOM 104*

  6 M
HARDWARE, ROPE, CABLE, AND WIRE (READ pp.181-193)



*MEET IN ALICE AUSTIN THEATRE

  8 W
2D & 3D SLIDES



*MEET IN 154
13 M
TEST #2





15 W
DRAWINGS FOR THE THEATRE (READ pp. 122-132, 480-509)

20 M
DRAWINGS FOR THE THEATRE (READ pp. 122-132, 480-509)

22 W
STAGE COSTUMES & MAKE-UP (READ pp. 377-422)



SOUND (READ pp.441-443)




STAGE LIGHTING (READ pp.288-297)



23 – 26
SPRING DANCE CONCERT
STRIKE IS APRIL 26
27 M
LIGHTING EQUIPMENT & LIGHTING CONTROL (READ pp.336-364)

*MEET IN ALICE AUSTIN THEATRE


29 W
PAINT FOR THE THEATRE (READ pp.241-267)



COURSE EVALUATION



*MEET IN 154

MAY
  1 F
FINAL PROJECTS DUE 
&



Spring Dance Concert REVIEWS DUE



(IN BFA #173A BY 4PM)
  4 M
PAINT FOR THE THEATRE



COURSE EVALUATION & DISCUSS FINAL EXAM

SUGGESTED READING:

THE ART AND CRAFT OF STAGE MANAGEMENT (Schneider), BACKSTAGE HANDBOOK (Carter), LIGHTING THE STAGE (Bellman), THEATRE BACKSTAGE FROM A TO Z (Lounsbury),THE THEATRE PROPS HANDBOOK(James), STAGE RIGGING HANDBOOK(Glerum), SCENE DESIGN & STAGE LIGHTING(Parker, Wolf), STAGE LIGHTING DESIGN (Pilbrow), STOCK SCENERY CONSTRUCTION HANDBOOK (Raoul)

******************************************************************

FINAL EXAMINATION   MAY 11    MONDAY    8-11 AM
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CREW SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURES

THEA 130 INTRODUCTION TO TECHNICAL THEATRE

1.
Anyone enrolled in any of the following courses will be assigned to a crew in the semester in which he or she is registered for that course.  Please see the "Crew Requirements" for each specific course available from the instructor.



THEA 130
Introduction to Technical Theatre



THEA 225
Production Stage Management



THEA 233
Stage Make-up I



THEA 235
Costume Construction



THEA 236
Scene Painting for the Theatre



THEA 241
Fundamentals of Design for the Theatre



THEA 244
Stage Electrics and Sound



THEA 333
Technical Direction



THEA 342
Scene Design I



THEA 343
Scene Design II



THEA 344
Stage Lighting Design I



THEA 345
Stage Lighting Design II





THEA 346
Costume Design



THEA 347
Sound Design

2.
While a student may enroll in more than two such courses in any given semester, he will be assigned to no more than two crews.

3.
Crews will consist of a minimum of 45 hours of work.

4.
The crew listings and calls will be posted on the production call board.  It is the 


responsibility of the student to check those listings the day they go up, as some crews 

may begin that day.

5.
Illness, emergencies (death in the family, etc.), and scheduled classes are the only 


recognized excuses for absence from crew.


6.
One unexcused absence may constitute a failure for the crew.  Pre-approved absences 

must be made up before the termination of the crew.

7.
A student's participation in extra-curricular productions does not constitute a major conflict, and the student's crew will take priority.  Crew is a class meeting.
8.
The process for changing a crew will be handled only through the Technical Director and the faculty member of the course for which the crew was assigned.  Crew assignments will only be changed when there is a major conflict involved and when there are two parties 
willing to make the switch.  In all cases, major conflicts must be discussed, except in the case of emergencies, before the crew begins.
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9.
The student will be graded by the assistants and faculty member in charge of the particular area(s) where the student is assigned.  At his or her discretion, the faculty member of the course for which the student is doing the crew, may average the crew grade into the final grade for the semester.

10.
Written crew evaluations will be available from the class instructor at the end of the 

semester.

11.
Two options are available for the completion of the "Crew Requirement" for 


THEA. 130.  ("educationally", for your benefit, Option "A" is the suggested crew.)

OPTION A:  Signing up for a specific "running" crew that would require 45-60 hours of work in a rather limited time frame to be determined by a particular production's schedule.  Minimum Grade:  C-; Avg. Crew grade:  A/A-/B+
OPTION B:  Signing up for a weekly crew time that will meet regularly throughout the semester but not be directly related to any one production.  The minimum number of hours required to fulfill the crew requirement with this option will be 45 hours of work.  Minimum Grades:  45 hours, C-; 50 hrs., C; 55 hrs., C+; 60 hrs., B-; 


Avg. Crew grade with 45 hours:  A/A-/B+

12.
If your assigned crew does not log in the minimum number of hours for completion of the 
crew requirement (i.e., 45 hours), you will be assigned to an additional crew, to a weekly 

crew time (Option B) or to a special projects crew to make up the difference in hours.

N.B.:  Some crews may have to work more than the minimum 45 hours to accomplish the necessary tasks-at-hand.  It should be noted that since a complete and consistent crew experience (i.e., one that has a beginning, a middle, and an end) is necessary, a student's commitment is to the completion of assigned tasks within a reasonable number of hours.  Attempts will be made to compensate the grades given to people who may work extra hours.  

13.
Grading of your crew experience will be based on the following criteria:


1.  Adequate number of hours worked;


2.  Attitude;


3.  Skills and growth in skills;


4.  Initiative and curiosity;


5.  Reliability.


These five criteria will be looked at objectively by the instructor, after written crew 

evaluations have been submitted by the crew member's supervisor.

14.
Please note:  you are required to attend Scene Shop Orientation scheduled on 


January 31, and the "Strike" for the production you have worked on.  


Strike hours will count towards your required total for the class crew.

