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The Right to Vote

Do you know that- according to the Georgian Constitution article 28 and the Unified Election Code of Georgia article 5, Para 2 EVERY Georgian citizen over the age of 18 has the right to participate in all local, Presidential and Parliamentary elections?

IDPs over the age of 18, being citizens, therefore also have the right to vote in all elections including the Parliamentary elections on March 28, 2004 .
The Right to be elected
Do you know that -according to the Unified Election Code of Georgia article 92 all citizens over 25 years of age, who have permanent residence of Georgia for at least 10 years and for last two years have been permanently living in Georgia, may be elected as a member of the Parliament of Georgia. Therefore, IDPs can also run as candidates for Parliament in any district.

Who will IDPs vote for in the upcoming Parliamentary elections?

Until Georgian jurisdiction of Abkhazia is fully restored and necessary conditions are established for elections of Members of Parliament of Georgia representing Abkhazia the authority of those MPs who were elected in 1992 is extended indefinitely. Therefore no one wishing to represent Abkhazia can be elected to replace a candidate elected in 1992.
It is however possible to vote for Members of Parliament who represent Georgia proper. As an IDP you will vote for the candidate running in the election district where you are temporarily registered. 

How to prepare to vote during the pre-election period

There is a main List of Voters compiled by the Central Election Commission (CEC) and relevant District Election Commission (DEC) according to election precincts. Information about IDP voters is provided by the Ministry of Refugees and Accommodation.

IDPs by law must be included on the main list! 

Do you know that – the Lists of Voters will be presented to the Precinct Election Commissions (PEC) by the District Election Commissions no later than March 7th 2004. Voters can check the lists at the PEC.  PECs are obliged to put the printed versions of the lists on walls easily visible and accessible to voters.

According to the legislation, voters (and other persons) have the right to check the lists and request changes in case of impreciseness. If their requests will not be satisfied they have the right to lodge a complaint in the district or city court.

Do you know that – On March 21 PEC sends the following documents to the District Election Commission for authorization: voters’ basic lists approved by the PEC; an additional list of voters made after the requests/corrections by voters or other persons (non-governmental organizations for example) and other relevant documents. The District Election Commission authorizes/verifies these documents and send back to the PEC. The latter is obliged to put the corrected lists on walls easily visible and accessible to voters.

Do you know that – From March 23 to 27 voters and other persons authorized by the legislation have the right to once again request changes in the lists and in case of rejection of their requests, to appeal to the district or city courts.

Do you know that on the election day the register is checking whether the lists are correct or not. The voter will be included in the list only if she/he is not in the main voters list and she/he can produce relevant documents according to which the place of registration lies within the boundaries of the relevant election district. 


Any non- governmental organization can also bring mistakes in the list of voters to the attention of the election commissions. If you encounter problems in exercising your right to complain about discrepancies in the voter list contact one of the organizations mentioned on the back page of this brochure for assistance.

Do you know that -at least 2 days before the elections the PEC has to provide all voters in the precinct who are included on the List of Voters with a voting card.  If you do not receive a voting card you cannot be refused to cast your vote. You can therefore still vote!

The day of the election

The voting booths and rooms should be arranged to ensure a secret vote. A transparent ballot box must be standing in a visible place. 

The front page of a ballot paper should include:

· Type and date of elections

· Name and no. of DEC

· No. of PEC (on the rear and on the ballot itself)

· Instructions for filling out the ballot paper

For the proportional elections:

· Names and nos. of parties/election blocks taking part in elections independently (if an election block takes part it should be indicated what parties created it.)

For the majority-system elections: 

· The candidates’ last names and patronymics in alphabetical order by last name

· Names of the nominating parties/election blocks (if the nominator is a group then the candidate should be marked as an “independent”).

The back of the ballot paper should include:

· Place of signatures of PEC members

· Place for special seal of PEC

The voting procedure

To avoid one person voting twice each voter will have their thumbnail marked with invisible ink after voting. Before being allowed to vote the voter’s thumbnail will be checked by a voter queue controller with special equipment to ensure that the person has not already voted. Only after this will the voter be given the ballot papers and special envelope.
When the ballot paper and special envelope are issued the no. of the Georgian ID is entered into the List of Voters.

REMEMBER that a voter can present the following ID cards in order to receive his/her ballot paper: Georgian Citizens Identity Card, a former Soviet Passport, IDP ID cards, Military ID cards and special ID cards which are given to voters by PECs in villages and small settlements
According to the election Code article 53 you as a voter must confirm receipt of your ballot paper by signing the voters’ list.

Do you know that – each voter must vote personally? It is against the law to vote for someone else even if the person is a close relative. If, however, you are not able to fill in the ballot paper independently you may invite the person of your choice into the booth to assist you. The person of your choice cannot, however, include the following: a member of the election committee, a candidate, a representative of an election subject or an observer.
Voting is conducted according to the following rules and sequence:

· The voter goes into the ballot booth  and fills out the ballot paper 

· The voter goes to the table, which is clearly visible, where a member of the Election Commission (EC) checks the signatures of the other EC members on the back of the ballot paper, gives the special envelope and then stamps both the ballot paper and envelope. 

· The voter puts the ballot paper into the special stamped envelope and the EC member marks the voter’s thumbnail with invisible ink

· The voter then goes to the ballot box and puts the special envelope into the box. Two or more voters cannot go to a ballot box at the same time!
· If you spoil your ballot paper or envelope by marking wrongly you should inform the PEC chairperson and you have the right to receive a new ballot paper or envelope.

· The commission member who supervises the ballot box must always be standing next to the ballot box

Do you know that -mobile voting is available for those who live in areas that are difficult to access, in hospital or clinics or if the voter due to his health or other good reason is not able to go to the polling station. If you cannot attend the polling station due to one of these reasons the PEC must be informed 5 days before the day of polling.

Why it is important to vote?

Election outcomes are determined by those who participate. Members of Parliament make important decisions about how Georgian society is to function. When making these decisions a Member of Parliament will respond better to those groups of people who vote rather than those groups who do not bother. By not voting you will not have a say in democracy. 

If you want IDP issues to be taken into consideration in Parliament you are responsible for voting for those candidates who will work towards improving the situation of IDPs.
If you have any further questions about the upcoming elections, your right to vote or any procedures related to casting your vote please contact the below mentioned organizations where you can receive professional advice free of charge from a qualified lawyer.

Tbilisi

Social Program Foundations

40 Rustaveli Avenue,

III floor, apt #3

Tbilisi

Tel: 999-247

spf_geo@posta.ge

Kutaisi

Society and Justice

7 Mari Brosse Street

(behind Meskishvili theatre)

Kutaisi

Tel: (8 231 4 51 39)

sj_icla@front.ru
Zugdidi

Association ”ATINATI”

4 Rustaveli street

Zugdidi

Tel: (8 215) 5 0054/56
iclazugdidi@lycos.ru
The content of this brochure has been extracted from documents compiled by IFES/UNDP and approved by the CEC.
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REMEMBER that the electoral precinct where you have voted previously may have changed and the relevant DEC will be able to tell you where your new electoral precinct is.








