Musc 210/01  - Theory I

Fall 2005

M/W/F 10:30am - 11:20am, Brodie #360

Anneliese Weibel, Office: Brodie #322, Office Phone:245-5829             email:weibel@geneseo.edu

Course Description

An introduction to elementary music theory, as it applies to the melodic, harmonic, and rhythmic elements of music, and musical practice.

This course will develop musicianship through written exercises, ear training, analyses of smaller excerpts from the literature, musical composition, and related keyboard exercises.

Student Learning Outcomes

By the end of the semester, the successful student will be able to:

1) hear, identify, and write basic harmonic chord progressions (including all diatonic scale degree harmonies in root position and both inversions), as they pertain to common-practice four-part writing, using traditional voice leading techniques

2) play on the piano basic harmonic chord progressions as described above, and be able to transpose those to closely related keys

3) read, write, and play simple lead-sheet notation

4) identify small musical forms such as phrases  and periods and the type of melodic/harmonic cadences associated with them

5) identify and read, and write short excerpts using C-clefs, primarily the alto and tenor clefs


6) harmonize simple melodies on the keyboard

Required Textbook and Workbook

The Complete Musician  -  An Integrated Approach to Tonal Theory, Analysis, and Listening by Steven G. Laitz 

Pencil, Eraser, Manuscript (Staff) Paper 

Office Hours

Wednesday 1:30pm - 3:30pm, or by appointment

Evaluation and Grading

Homework Assignments/In-Class Assignments: 50%

Piano Tests: 20%  (3, each 6.66666....%)

Midterm: 15%

Final: 15%
Grading Scale

A: 100-96


C+: 79-76

A-: 95-91


C:    75-71

B+: 90-88


C-:   70-66

B:   87-84


D:    65-60

B-:  83-80


E:     59-0

SUNY Geneseo will make reasonable accommodations for persons with documented physical, emotional, or learning disabilities.  Students should consult with the Director in the Office of Disability Services (Tabitha Buggie-Hunt, 105D Erwin, e-mail:tbuggieh@geneseo.edu) and their individual faculty regarding any needed accommodations as early as possibly in the semester.

Schedule and Examination Dates

(This is an approximate schedule, and subject to changes. The instructor will announce any changes re. the content and/or dates on the syllabus in class, and the students will be responsible for fulfilling any new or altered requirements resulting from such changes).

Week 1
8/29, 8/31, 9/2

Placement Test  





Laitz, Ch.1 Tonality, the Musical Center 
Week 2
9/7, /9


Laitz, Ch. 2  Pulse, Rhythm, Meter 

Week 3
9/12, /14, /16

Laitz, Ch. 3 Intervals, Melody
Week 4
9/19, /21, /23

Laitz, Ch. 4 Controlling Consonance and Dissonance 

Week 5
9/26, /28, 9/30

Laitz, Ch. 5 Triads, Inversions, Figured Bass, and






Harmonic Analysis





Piano Test #1 (Ex. 3.22, 3.24, 3.25, Workbook)



Week 6
10/3, /5 /7

Laitz, Ch. 5 cont. 

Week 7
10/13, /15

Laitz, Ch.6 Seventh Chords, Texture, Musical






Hierarchy
Week 8
10/17, /19, /21

Review and Test #1 on Chs. 1-6  on 10/21
Week 9
10/24, /26, /28

Laitz, Ch. 7  The Tonic and Dominant






Voice Leading, and Harmonic Rhythm 






Week 10
10/31, 11/2, /4

Ch. 7 cont.

Week 11
11/7, /9, /11

Laitz,  Ch. 8  Contrapuntal Expansion of the Tonic 





and Dominant






Piano Test #2 (Ex. 5.21, 5.23, 6.23 Workbook)

Week 12
11/14, /16, /18

Laitz, Ch. 8 cont.

Week 13
11/21


Laitz, Ch. 9 Contrapuntal Expansions of the Tonic and 





Dominant: Six-Three Chords 









Week 14
11/28, /30, 12/2
Ch. 9 cont.






Laitz, Ch. 10  More Contrapuntal Expansions and Their 





Impact on Composition
Week 15
12/5, /7, /9

Ch. 10 cont.






Review for Test #2

Week 16
12/12


Test #2 on Chapters 6-10
Final Examination Day              
 Friday, Dec. 16, 8 - 11am, Piano Test #3  TBA

