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Intermediate Composition

Course Description:  Continuation of Musc 156 (Elementary Composition), introduction of 


elementary principles of composition by

a) studying smaller excerpts from the literature

b) constructing and solving composition exercises, addressing issues such as uses of harmony, 


rhythm, orchestration, and form

c) attending and discussing in the lesson three contemporary-music concerts 

Learning Outcomes: By the end of the semester the successful student will demonstrate


- basic application of formal principles (i.e. composing of melodies/harmonies using 

  various phrase structures and forms) 


- basic application of traditional voice-leading principles (in a polyphonic setting: 

  
  two and three voices against one, etc. ; in a homophonic setting: creating 

  

  melodies set to block harmonies)


- basic application of orchestration principles (by orchestrating a short keyboard piece for 

  string quartet or wind quintet, or by composing an original piece for a trio or quartet 

  consisting of  string/wind instruments)

Evaluation and Grading: 


-quality of the weekly homework assignments




- level of involvement in the lesson








- contribution of creative ideas





- ability to put learned principles into practice


- attendance at three contemporary-music concerts in the area followed by discussion of 

  pertinent  issues in the lesson
Schedule: TBA - the schedule is set for each individual student during the first week of the 

semester. Depending on the number of students enrolled, students will have an individual 
half-hour lesson per week, or meet in groups of two for 50 minutes per week.
Office Hours:  Wednesdays, 1:30-3:30pm, or by appointment.

This syllabus is an approximation of the course’s content and schedule.  The instructor reserves the right to make changes and adjustments, and to announce those to the students.  The students are responsible for adhering to any changes or adjustments.

