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Akiko Shimojima (Geneseo Psychology ‘00)

Akiko is @ manga artist from Japan. A teacher of digital comic art at a
school in Tokyo, she has contributed work to many publications in
Japanese. In collaboration with Sean Michael Wilson she has had six
books published in English, including “The 47 Ronin”, “Black Ships”,
and the award-winning “Secrets of the Ninja”.
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Kenny Lipkowitz (CIass of 1972)

I GREW UP IN A SMALL DOWN-STATE DAIRY-FARMING COMMUNITY
WHERE THE CONCEPT OF HERMENEUTICS DIDN'T EXIST IN HIGH SCHOOL.,

T THINK THERE
1S ANOTHER
POSSIBILITY OF...

D,

THAT ALL CHANGED FOR
ME AT GENESEO.

THE PROFESSORSALLOWING ME TO
CHALLENGE CHEMICAL ORTHODOXY AND SEE
IF I COULD COME LP WITH A BETTER IDEA,

T HAVE / FOR THOSE REASONS T WAS

ANOTHER CAPABLE OF INTELLECTUAL
4 ‘ MORPHOGENESIS OVER

THE COURSE OF MY CAREER.

DR. RICHARD SMITH WAS A TRUE RENAISSANCE MAN, WHO WAS EQUALLY AT
| HOME IN THE CHEMICAL SCIENCES AS HE WAS IN THE LIBERAL ARTS AND MLSIC.,

HE GAVE
AN ANNUAL
PIANO RECITAL

WHAT I LEARNED FROM HIM IS TO BE A LIFE-LONG
LEARNER AND TO BE ABLE TO ADPAPT TO NEW SITUATIONS.




FRENCH,
EARLY AMERICAN LITERATLRE,
CHINESE POETRY,
SCIENCE

-BECAUSE GENESEO
OFFERED A FLAT FEE AT THAT
TIME, T TOOK AS MANY CREDIT
HOURS AS T WANTED,

ACTUALLY, IT WAS AT THE BEGINNING OF MY JUNIOR \ \ ’ /
, TH DECLARED CHEMI m ) \
T EVEN TAUGHT MYSELE YEAR, THAT I DECLARED CHEMISTRY A MAJOR

PLAYING TRUMPET! \
HOW ABOUT N0

CHEMISTRY MAJOR? ~

YOU HAVE
DONE ALL THE
WORK.

OH, IN THE LATE 605 POLITICAL
TURMOIL AND ACTIVISM RULED THE CAMPLIS.
THE STUDENTS SHOWING LIP ON CAMPLS WERE
DIFFERENT CRITTERS THAN BEFORE.

THE PROFESSORS

HAD A HARD TIME... e :
i) N ‘\\
- . il k\\\\\N\ I

LOTS OF THINGS HAPPENED
IN MY LIFE AT GENESEO...]



My Hang V. Huynh (Class of 1991)

\\\&\

~ MY MULTIDISCIPLINARY
RESEARCH INVOLVED THE
EXPLOITATION OF THE VERTICAL
TRIADS “"IRON-RUTHENILM-OSMILM”
AND INDEPENDENT ABILITY TO
TRANSCEND PARADIGMS UNBLURDENED
BY CONVENTIONAL APPROACHES
HAVE ALLOWED ME TO MAKE
FUNDAMENTAL CONTRIBUTIONS IN
THE ENVIRONMENTAL, ECONOMIC, L
AND SCIENTIFIC ARENAS,

THESE CONTRIBUTIONS
WERE RECOBNIZED BY
13 INTERNATIONAL AWARDS,
& INTERNATIONAL HONORS,
18 NATIONAL AWARDS, ‘f NATIONAL
HONORS, 13 INTERNATIONAL MEDIA
RECOGNITIONS, 25 NATIONAL MEDIA
RECOBNITIONS, 13 ENERGETIC
PATENTS, AND 56 PUBLICATIONS
IN PRESTIGIOUS PEER-
REVIEWED JOURNALS,

I MAJORED IN CHEMISTRY ALTHOUGH I COULD BARELY
AND MATHEMATICS, BUT IT

SPEAK ENGLISH, T OFTEN T LIKED TEACHING, BUT T
WAS SIMPLY BECAUSE T TRIED QUESTIONED ABOUT EVERYTHING. ENJOYED WORKING IN THE
TO AVOID ENGLISH, NOT ; - - T LAB A WHOLE LOT MORE.
BECAUSE T WAS 600D AT THEM,

THROUGHOUT MY SCIENTIFIC CAREER,
AS A REBELLIOUS STUDENT AND
STUBBORN RESEARCHER, T TENDED NOT
TO BELIEVE IN WHATEVER PROFESSORS
AND RESEARCHERS INSISTED THAT T
HAD TO ACCEPT AND MEMORIZE.

THE LAB GAVE ME
PERMISSION AND FREEDOM
LIl A TO CREATE ALL KINDS OF NEW
E CHEMICAL COMPOUNDS THAT
= T COULD RATIONALLY
IMAGINE.




THEN, WITH EOP™™, BENESEO
GRANTED ME ADMISSION. T OBTAINED
A DEGREE AND OPPORTUNITIES TO
CONTRIBUTE TO SCIENCE.

EVERYTHING T HAVE
LEARNED AND ACCOMPLISHED
1S ROOTED FROM SUNY
BGENESEO,

““EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY PROGRAM

ALL THE PEOPLE T
AT GENESEO DLRING THE  \Jgo
PERIOD OF 19861992 HAVE A Y
BEAUTIFLL WARM HEART. THEIR
LOVE AND CARE FOR ME WERE
TRULY UNCONDITIONAL

THE PROFESSORS, STAFF,
FRIENDS, FAMILY, AND MY THREE
LOYAL COMPANIONS: VIETNAMESE-
ENGLISH, ENBLISH-VIETNAMESE,

AND ENGLISH-ENGLISH

DICTIONARIES...

MOST IMPORTANTLY,
WITHOUT THE ENCOURAGEMENT
OF MY ACADEMIC ADVISOR, DR. GEIBGER,
I WOULD NOT 60 ON TO BRADUATE
SCHOOL IN CHEMISTRY.

WITHOUT THEIR KINDNESS,
GENEROSITY, SUPPORT,
AND HELP, T AM NOBODY




Jamie Vergis (Class of 1996)

WHILE ATTENDING - v
GRADUATE SCHOOL - ; ' A T MARRIED ANOTHER
. ‘ [ '96 GENESEO BRADLATE,
AMY LUDWIG!

GENESEO GAVE ME THE GREAT
EDUCATION THAT LAID THE FOUNDATION
OF MY SCIENTIFIC CAREER.

WHILE MAJORING BIOCHEMISTRY |

I ALSO HAD A MINOR
IN COMPUTER SCIENCE.

THE COMBINATION OF
BIOCHEMISTRY AND COMPUTER
SCIENCE PROVIDED ME WITH A
SKILL SET THAT T LEVERAGED

THROUGHOUT MY CAREER
POST GENESEOQ.

s ———
[

my SCIENTIFIC
CAREER TOOK
MANY DIFFERENT
DIRECTIONSAND
ENDED UP WITH
FAEGRE DRINKER
BIDDLE + REATH,
LLP, my
CURRENT JOB.




L

THE INORGANIC CHEMISTRY DREAM TEAM,
“"AFTER HOURS" CHEMISTRY EXPERIMENTS,

NOT ONLY STUDIED
A LOT, BUT ALSO
I ENJOYED MY

COLLEGE LIFE!

D 1

BEING A TEACHING ASSISTANT, v
FLY FISHING WITH DR, WILKES,

AN ]

HOUSESITTING FOR DR. DAVE
GEIGER DURING THE SUMMER
BEFORE GRADPUATE SCHOOL, ALL
NIGHT STUDY SESSIONS IN BREENE...

s e _ —

K¢

IN 1993, THERE WERE TWO
ORGANIC CHEMISTRY CLASSES [¢

-ONE CLASS BY DR. DAVE |
JOHNSON AND THE OTHER
BY DR. BOB ROSENBERS.

T REMEMBER ONE DAY BOB
MARCHED HIS ENTIRE CLASS i‘/
THROUGH DAVE'S CLASS |

GET BOB

S : BACK!!
THEY LIKED TO PLAY

PRACTICAL JOKES

<23 ON eACH OTHER...

WE MADE A SURPRISE
ATTACK ON BOB AS HE
WAS LECTURING HIS CLASS
DOUSING HIM WITH WATER.

N ceneseo
© ] eaveme Lo
OF MEMORIES!
(OF COURSE,
THERE ARE
7\ mOREe Funny
ONES...)




John Lamar (Class of 2000)

|~ T'VE PUBLISHED 18 PAPERS IN
INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED PEER-
REVIEWED JOURNALS AND HAVE BEEN
AWARDED SEVERAL FELLOWSHIPS AND
D\ RESEARCH GRANTS THROUBHOUT
' MY CAREER.

THINKING T WANTED TO 60
TO MEDICAL SCHOOL. BUT...

I CAME TO GENESEO
R P

CAMILEN

AM T REALLY
INTERESTED IN
MEDICINEZ

ALSO CO-ORBGANIZE AN ANNUAL
SCIENTIFIC WORKSHOP THAT HAS ATTRACTED
> ALL THE LEADERS IN MY FIELD.

JOHN, WHY \
DON'T YOU WORK AS

A RESEARCH TECHNICIAN
FOR A FEW YEARS TO
ENSURE IF YOU REALLY
LOVE WORKING
AT BENCHZ

A\
A

TN
LN

\

WITH DR, POBOZELSKI
I CONDUCTED RESEARCH
INVESTIGATING MUTATIONS
IN MITOCHONDRIAL DNA,

THE TRAINING T 6OT AS A
RESEARCH TECHNICIAN ALLOWED
ME TO EXCEL ONCE T BEGAN
MY PH.D, WORK AND ALSO
CONVINCED ME THAT A CAREER
IN BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH WAS
WHAT T WANTED.

SO IF YOU DO NOT HAVE STRAIGHT
A'S OR ARE NOT SURE EXACTLY
WHAT YOU WANT TO PO WHEN YOU
GRADUATE GENESEO, THAT IS OK.

7




[ TAKE SOME TIME TO WORK IN A
N pLACE THAT WILL EXPOSE VOU TO
A CAREER YOU ARE CONSIDERING.

7

ACTUALLY, A CLOSE FRIEND FROM THE FRATERNITY -

WAS WORKING IN THE HUMAN RESOLRCES DEPARTMENT |

AT ALBANY MEDICAL COLLEGE AND HELPED ME
GET A RESEARCH TECHNICIAN JOB IN A LAB!

Human ResoURCES

THEY ARE STILL MY BEST FRIENDS TODAY
AND HAVE INFLUENCED mY LiFE IN
MANY WAYS OVER THE PAST 25 YEARS!

PLAYING DARTS AT
"FRIDAY WING NIGHT,"
ENJOVING “I$ POUBLES ON
THURSDAYS" AT THE IN BETWEEN,
BRUNCH AT THE BRONZE BEAR
HOW 600D A STATESMEN BLRGER
OR A SLICE OF MAMA MIAS
PI22A TASTED...

GENESEQ IS THE
GREATEST PLACE
ON EARTH!



Michael Ruggiero (Class of 2012)

I WAS
NOT THE BEST
UNDERGRADUATE
STUPENT.

THAD A
DIFFICULT TIME
LEARNING IN THE
| TRADITIONAL

THAT ALL CHANGED WHEN T 60T INTO THE
RESEARCH LAB WITH PROF. PETERSON, AND RESEARCH T WAS MUCH MORE
INTERESTED IN

LEARNING ABOUT
THE PROBLEMS T
ENCOUNTERED
IN THE LAB, AND
IT WAS INFINITELY
EASIER FOR ME
TO LEARN BY
DOING THAN BY
SITTING IN A
LECTURE HALL.




MY BIBGEST PIECE OF ADVICE FOR CURRENT
STUPENTS IS TO REALIZE THAT EVERYONE 1S
DIFFERENT, AND JUST BECAUSE THINGS MIGHT NOT
BE CLICKING IN CLASS YOU SHOULDN'T GIVE UP,

Fos

FACULTY, BGET IN THE LAB, PLAY WITH THE INSTRUMENTS,
AND SEE WHAT INTERESTS YOU.
DON'T EVER GIVE UP, AND TRY TO FIND YOUR NICHE.

T WENT TO BRADUATE SCHOOL
BECAUSE PROF. PETERSON
ENCOURAGED ME AND TOLD

A ME THAT I COULD DO IT.

T AM STILL
NCREDIBLY CLOSE |43
WITH ERIENDS T MADE [

FROM GENESEQ

T APPLIED TO SYRACLSE ON
5]  THE ADVICE FROM A FORMER | L
XEPH  CACULTY MEMBER FROM THE T |
' DEPARTMENT, JAMES MCGARRAH,

GENESEO 0
HAS PROFOUNDLY ‘%*
INFLUENCED mY
CAREER, AND
CONTINUES TO
DO SO THROUGH
TODAY...
PROFESSORS...
FRIENDS...

I MET UP WITH FRIENDS
FROM COLLEGE ALL
OVER THE GLOBE!

IT'S THE
GREATEST
PLACE ON
EARTH!




Happy 55" Anniversary!

GENESEO

Department of Chemistry
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