
JANUARY 15, 2018

“Life’s most persistent and urgent question is: 
what are you doing for others?”

MacVi�ie College Union Ballroom & Conference Rooms
9:45am-3:00pm

PLANNING TEAM

Celebrating the Legacy of

REV. DR. MARTIN
LUTHER KING JR.

Special Thanks to the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Leadership and Service planning 
team: Kristina Barsema, Tiffany Brodner, Garth Freeman, Deb Gage, Fatima Rodriguez Johnson, Brian 
Ludemann, Tom Ma�hews, Paula McClure, Bhumi Patel, Brandy Rosas, and Colleen Smith

BACKPACK LUNCHES FOR KIDS- GOLD Leadership Center, Room 114
Volunteers will help sort, label, and pack kid-friendly, non-perishable food items for the Livingston 
County Backpack Lunches for Kids program. This program provides lunches to students in 8+ different 
school districts throughout Livingston County who would otherwise go hungry over weekends and 
holiday breaks.

HYGIENE KITS- Ballroom
Volunteers will pack health kits for food pantries located in Livingston County. These kits will provide items such 
as toothpaste and shampoo for individuals in the county who may otherwise be unable to afford such items. 

FLEECE BLANKETS- Hunt Room, Room 135
Volunteers will cut and tie together fleece to make blankets. These blankets will be given to veterans in 
need throughout Livingston County. 

FLEECE SCARVES- Ballroom
Volunteers will cut and tie together fleece to make scarves. These scarves will be given to local people in
need.

COOKIES FOR LOCAL HEROES- MOSAIC, Room 130
Volunteers will make cookies and deliver to local heroes (fire department, police department, etc.) as a thank you 
for their service and commitment to the community. 

NON-SKID SOCKS FOR CARE CENTERS- Ballroom
Volunteers will use puffy paint and hot glue on socks to make a non-skid surface. These socks will be donated to 
hospitals and care facilities, including local and regional hospitals. 

GIFT BOXES FOR VETERANS- Ballroom
Volunteers will use greeting cards to make gi� boxes. These gi� boxes will be distributed to veterans in care 
facilities. 

THANK YOU CARDS FOR OUR HEROES- Ballroom throughout the day
Blank cards and sample messages are available so participants may write thank you cards to veterans, new 
recruits and first responders. Place completed cards on the designated table in the Ballroom.  The completed 
cards will be mailed to through Operation Gratitude.

DIVISION OF STUDENT & CAMPUS LIFE

Student Life GOLD Center for Community

SERVICE PROJECTS



PROGRAM

9:45AM COFFEE & LIGHT REFRESHMENTS
Musical selection:
Gospel Choir at Geneseo - “Oh, Freedom,” an African-American Spiritual

10:00AM WELCOME & KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Welcome
Dr. Denise Ba�les, President

“Using History to Make Slavery History”
Dr. Stacey Robertson
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs, Office of the Provost
 

11:15AM PARTICIPATE IN CHOICE OF GOLD WORKSHOPS

See details on next page.

12:15PM LUNCH

Musical Selection:
Gospel Choir at Geneseo - “Worth” by Anthony Brown 

“Agents of Change: Respect, Reflect, & Remember”
Lulu Westbrooks-Griffin, Civil Rights Activist, 
Lulu and the Girls of Americus, Georgia, 1963

1:15-2:45PM SERVICE PROJECTS

See details on back page.

2:45-3:00PM CLOSING REMARKS AND WRAP-UP

Musical Selection:
We Shall Overcome - see screen for lyrics

WORKSHOPS
A) COMMUNITY RESOURCE MAPPING [CIDD] (Sapphire), (Diamond) or (Jade) 

 11:15 – 12:15 pm | Hunt Room, Room 135
Civic engagement begins with mapping your community. This workshop will provide a conceptual 
and practical understanding of how individuals and/or groups may overcome obstacles and 
leverage resources to accomplish goals and positive change through civic and community 
engagement. 
Instructor: Wes Kennison - Class of '79, and Faculty Fellow for International Studies 

B) EVERYBODY CAN BE GREAT... BECAUSE ANYBODY CAN SERVE:
A DISCUSSION OF REV. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.’S SERMON, 
“THE DRUM MAJOR INSTINCT” (Silver), (Opal) or (Diamond)  
11:15 – 12:15 pm | The MOSAIC, Room 130
Listen to and discuss Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s powerful sermon that investigates The 
Drum Major in each of us and how we can harness "a desire to be out front, a desire to lead the 
parade, a desire to be first" to serve others. This sermon, delivered two months before King was 
assassinated, explores our instincts to compete for a�ention and recognition, and how those 
base desires can influence our decisions to act with mal intent or altruism. This workshop seeks 
to engage participants in a dialogue that will deepen their understanding of King's message and 
empower each of us to be a drum major for justice, peace and righteousness. 
Instructor: Samuel Aviles, Jennifer Liriano & Jarred Okosun - Student Facilitators

D) SERVANT LEADERSHIP [CIDD] [GISP Event] (Gold), (Sapphire) or (Diamond) 
11:15 – 12:15 pm | GOLD Leadership Center, Room 114
In a relaxed, fun, and participatory atmosphere, participants are given a brief introduction to the 
concept of servant leadership, are offered examples of servant leaders, and then encouraged to 
explore other leaders and leadership opportunities for the elements of servant leadership. 
Instructor: Tamara Kenney, Title IX Coordinator, Office of Diversity & Equity

Special thanks to Student Association, Center for Community, Campus Auxiliary Services, Corporation for National 
and Community Service, Livingston CARES and Livingston County Office for the Aging for providing funds and support 
for the Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Leadership and Service.

This day of leadership and service is an inter-generational event with SUNY Geneseo students and area 
senior citizen volunteers learning and working together on important outreach efforts to senior citizens, 
veterans, children and families served by food pantries in Livingston County. Sponsors include Student 
and Campus Life, Center for Community, GOLD Program, Multicultural Programs and Services, Student 
Volunteerism and Community Engagement, Student Life, Student Association, Campus Auxiliary Services, 
Geneseo Interfaith Service Project, and the Foster Grandparent Program at the Livingston County Office 
for the Aging.

C) FOOD INSECURITY IN MODERN AMERICA- UNDERSTANDING THE
PROBLEMS OF OVER 40 MILLION AMERICANS (Diamond)  
11:15 – 12:15 pm | Fireside Lounge
"Why should there be hunger and deprivation in any land, in any city, at any table, when man has 
the resources and the scientific know-how to provide all mankind with the basic necessities of life? 
There is no deficit in human resources. The deficit is in human will." This quote from Reverend Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. demonstrates that as a civil rights activist he not only fought against racial 
inequality, but also against poverty and food insecurity, believing that all people should be able to 
eat three meals a day. This workshop will discuss how even fi�y years a�er his death, how 
impoverished people are still unable to have quality meals every day and the causes of food 
insecurity in America.
Instructor: Casey Vincele�e & Bhumi Patel - Food Security Advocates Co-Chairs, 
Robbie Economou - Food Security Advocate

E) SOCIAL CHANGE MODEL OF LEADERSHIP 
(Gold), (Sapphire), (Diamond) or (Jade)

Do you aspire to be a change agent to make a difference in the world? The Social Change Model 
of Leadership will help you understand the basics of social change and the role that leaders and 
followers play in the process of making changes for the common good.
Instructor: Wendi Kinney - Associate Dean for Fraternal Life and Off-Campus Services, Center 
for Community

11:15 – 12:15 pm | GOLD Leadership Center, Room 114


