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F/HONR 204: Honors Seminar in Fine Arts 
Still Modern? Reflections on Modernism and Music One Hundred Years On 

Instructor: Michael Masci (Music) 
 
Description: What make a work of art, a poem, or a piece of music “modern?” It’s been over a 
century since audiences rioted at the premier of Stravinsky’s The Rite of Spring, since Braque 
and later Picasso began experimenting with cubism, since Mallarmé penned his first elusive 
symbolist verse. While by today’s standards these works seem hardly experimental, and have 
widely achieved the canonic status of “classics,” the emergence of these works and the 
sensibilities that produced them would transform western artistic practices forever. This course 
seeks to go beyond our passing acceptance of these works, and to understand the complex and 
disparate aesthetics of modernism. 
 

N/HONR 205/215: Honors Seminar in the Sciences 
Discovering the Universe 

Instructors: Aaron Steinhauer (Physics & Astronomy) and Dennis Showers (Education) 
 
Description: The intention of this course is to lead students on a journey of discovery of topics in 
astronomy. The idea is this: on the first day of class, give the students an astronomical data set. 
The rest of the course will be one of discovery through helping the students make sense of the 
data. By the end of the semester, working in groups, the idea is that the students will have real 
scientific results to present, perhaps in sessions at GREAT Day. For the lab portion of the 
course, we envision a mix of experiments in optics and light designed to foster and supplement 
the class discussion, as well as developing the specific skills needed to process and analyze the 
data. The specific activities will be driven by the skills and knowledge the students identify that 
they need to make sense of the data they were given. 
 

HONR 206/288: Honors Seminar: Tyranny 
Instructor: Carly Herold (Philosophy) 

 
Description: The last decade has witnessed a return, in American political culture, of terms like 
"tyranny," "tyrant," and "demagogue." Everyone knows that tyranny is bad. But to understand 
why it's bad, we must know what exactly tyranny is, and this is much harder to do. This course 
therefore asks the question "what is tyranny?" through an examination of some of the most 
profound works of philosophy, history, theology, and literature of classical Greece and Rome, 
Judaism and Christianity, and early modernity.  In doing so, we will also consider what is 
attractive about tyranny, especially to people of great political ambitions.  Along the way, we will 
explore questions such as what it is that tyrants desire above all, whether politics is always 
about domination of the weak by the strong, and whether democracies can be tyrannical.   By 
asking these controversial questions, we will come to better understand not only the historical 
and political phenomenon of tyranny, but also the psychology of tyranny--the minds of tyrants 
and what makes them tick.  We will thus also come to a better understanding of the moral, 
political, and historical foundations of tyranny's opposite: freedom. [NOTE: There is some 
chance this course will substitute for HUMN 220 for students who successfully complete it.] 

 


