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This year the LIVES Program celebrated its 
eighth year on campus.  When we began the 
LIVES Program, we started with five students, 
one teacher and one day habilitation aide. This 
year we had nineteen registered students, three 
teachers, one teaching assistant, two day 
habilitation aides, and one day habilitation 
manager.   
As the LIVES Program has grown, the students 
can be seen all over campus. They have audited 
classes in Anthropology, Astronomy, Biology, 
Business, Communication, Computer Science, 
Curriculum, Dance, Early Childhood, English, 
Environmental Studies, French Geography, 
Geological Sciences, History, Humanities, 
Interdepartmental, Mathematics, Music, 
Philosophy, Psychology, Secondary Education, 
Sign Language, Special Education, Studio Art, 
and Theater. 
The students have learned vocational and 
independence skills while completing non-paid 
work internships on campus.  The students spend 
one semester at each internship site.  Internship 
sites include: Campus Auxiliary Services (e.g., 
RJ and MJ Dining Halls, and Culinary Support 
Center), Milne Library, the Fitness Center, 
McVittie Student Union (Concierge Desk, 
Corner Pocket, the Mailroom, and Assistant to 
the Secretary of the Union), the School of 
Education, Institutional Research (data entry), 
and the Transportation Center (Maintenance 
Garage).   
If you see our students, say “Hi” and ask them 
about LIVES. They would love to share their 
thoughts. 

Friday, May 16, 2014 marks our third graduation 
ceremony.  The LIVES Program holds it 
graduation in correlation with SUNY-Geneseo’s 
Ella Cline Shear School of Education.  This year 
marks our largest graduating class so far.  
Congratulations to this year’s graduates. 
 

Melissa Price  
Ellen Beisheim 
Fred Young 
Christopher Scheib 
 
Andrew MacDonald 
Lauren Daly 
Emily Cook 
Josh Cobb 

 
This year’s graduating class has:  

• presented in four Geneseo’s GREAT 
Days; 

• presented in three New York state 
Council for Exceptional Children Annual 
Conference and Expos; 

• presented in numerous college courses 
around campus; 

•  participated in two of the American 
Cancer Society’s Relay for Life; 

• volunteered with a local food pantry;  
• completed two to four semester long  

internships on campus; 
•  successfully audited two to six college 

classes; and 
• worked with some amazing students and 

professors. 

We Have Come A Long Way: A Short Review  
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Audit Class for Spring Semester 

by Robert Maplesden 

This spring semester, I took an audit class for 
Weather and Climate with Professor Garrity. I 
learned about the tropical cyclones, hurricanes, 
tornadoes, clouds, atmosphere moistures, air 
masses/pressures, lightening, Earth’s climate, and 
climate change.  Professor Garrity shows some 
videos to my class about lightning, tornadoes, and 
other kids of climates.  It was really cool to watch 
movie like this.   

I worked a lot on the assignments, and it’s really 
hard, and it’s okay to ask for help from my 
classmates.  I did some of the group work for the 
Earth’s climate, and it’s kids of hard for me and I 
did need some help.  Then I worked with Professor 
Garrity on some of my assignments at home. 
Professor Garrity talked and watched the clips 
about the Buffalo, NY blizzard of 1977, when it got 
a lot of snow, and a lot of wind, and closed 
buildings around Buffalo.  I liked this class because 
I have some experience with weather, and how to 
predict weather.  

Professor Garrity says I should be very proud of it. 
 

Newsletter Updates 
By Patarick Chmela 

Next August, its going to be me, Andrew, and 
Mariely working together as a group like we 
always do. This semester, I’m taking the Milne 
Library again. I like Milne Library because it is 
so quite upstairs instead of the downstairs 
where it’s too noisy. I’m taking the 
Underground Railroad audit class. I like it 
because I’m learning and writing about 
important history of the 1800’s.  Here is a 
map of the Underground Road routes. 
After I graduate I’m going to work in the 
library at Cold Spring, New York. I’m looking 
forward to become a senior of class 2015. 

April Was A Busy Month 
By Tyler Bush 

 
This April, we were busy.  I presented at GREAT 
Day about Autism.  I feel very proud to have 
parents visit for our presentation.  We showed the 
documentary video at the Hobart’s Arts Experience 
Festival.  I feel very proud that I did a great job 
about going to a different college.  We talk with the 
panel discussion for SUNY Geneseo at the CEC 
Conference to talk to college students.  We went to 
the Luncheon at Big Tree Inn and learned about 
etiquette.  We use our napkin and eating with a 
knife and fork for table manners.  We played the 
African Drumming with Saviour at the Knight Spot it 
was fun.  We were so busy this April! 
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My Experience at L.I.V.E.S. 
By Chris Scheib 

 
I am a senior in the L.I.V.E.S. program. I feel in 
the past four years I have grown by 
participating in audit classes and internships. 
 
My audit classes helped me to concentrate 
better. My favorite audit class was math 
because I like math. It helped me be on time. 
 
My internship helped me learn work skills. 
When I work at Mary Jemison I work on food 
preparations. I did buttering the bread and 
putting bacon on the tray and then on the rack. 
These skills will help me in the future working 
with food. 
 
One of my favorite memories is trip to Wal-
Mart doing the scavenger hunt. I help me learn 
shopping skills. I also like to go to Main Street 
for lunch every Friday.  
 
I feel that I learned new skills. I have 
concentrating skills, Listening skills, working 
skills, writing skills, following the direction 
skills, and communications skills. 
 

What I Learned About Myself in LIVES 

by Josh Cobb 

I went to the LIVES program to learn something 
about myself.  One thing I learned in the LIVES 
program was to ask for help without someone asking 
me.  I also learned to make better eye contact and to 
better communicate with others.   

The one thing I learned about myself in the LIVES 
program that I never knew before was that I could 
write a 400-word essay, which I never thought I 
could.  I could also present in front of an audience full 
of superintendents, teachers, and students, which I 
did on GREAT day.   

Also when I go to the library I can ask the librarian if 
they have the books or movies I am looking for.  I also 
learned how to adjust to a changing schedule. 

These are the things I learned in the LIVES and about 
myself  

Hello, this is Matthew Klein.  Today, I am going 
to talk about what we did at the Big Tree Inn.  I 
used proper etiquette over there at a luncheon.  
Well, for my experience, I had to eat a roll, a 
salad, pasta, and chicken parmesan.  Keep in 
mind; this is not a regular buffet-style lunch.  It 
was only in servings.  I used proper etiquette by 
using a napkin, putting my hands on my lap, and 
by dressing up in a professional manner.  After I 
ate my meal, the ceremony was just about to 
begin.  First, the seniors and the juniors had to 
give speeches thanking their internship bosses.  
Too bad audit class professors were not invited!  
Second, they gave out plaques and flowers.   
 

Next, Bob Maplesden and Tyler Bush thanked Dr. 
Buggie-Hunt.  Then, I thanked Dr. Hall, although both 
were unable to attend.  Last, but not least, Chef Deena 
and Chef Bob thanked us for coming to the Big Tree 
Inn.  I was so blessed it was not even funny! 
It was a wonderful experience!  I really hope to come 
over there next time!  With that being said, have a 
marvelous summer!  In L.I.V.E.S We Trust! 
 
 

Proper Etiquette and the Big Tree Inn 
By: Matt Klein 
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“Finding Courage” 
By: Melissa Price 

 
Transitioning can be difficult for many people. 
It’s normal to feel anxious or nervous, 
especially when experiencing something new 
in your life for the first time. When I think of 
transitioning it’s like a bridge connecting you 
from one step in your life to another. It may 
not be easy at first to take that step in your 
own life. You may be scared to take that leap. 
Somehow you get the courage to go for it not 
knowing what’s on the other side even though 
it could help you out. Also some friends or 
people you know can make transitioning 
easier by supporting you. I know exactly what 
you are going through because I’ve 
experienced it myself. Believe in yourself that 
you can do anything you put your mind to. If 
you have a dream of any kind, I say you should 
go for it!  
So have I convinced those of you to look deep 
with in yourselves to find your own courage?  
 

Three weeks ago GREAT DAY was here at SUNY 
Geneseo. GREAT DAY is an event when student 
show teachers and other students what they have 
learned at Geneseo GREAT DAY stands for 
Geneseo Recognizes Excellence And Talents. The 
L.I.V.E.S. Program first year students showed their 
strengths and struggles, what they like to do and 
what they need in the near future. The rest of the 
students show posters in the auditorium in the 
Union. 
 My poster was about autism and a lot of people 
liked it. One woman said if she was my teacher and 
if my poster were going to be graded she would give 
me an A! 
 This year GREAT DAY was great. There are a lot 
of things am proud of for GREAT DAY many 
people showed what they learned over the year, 
telling what they want to do with their lives, telling 
them what their posters are about. It makes me 
happy to see that the students are planning for the 
future.  
 

GREAT Day Review 
By Jenna Diskin 

Doing My Dream Job, Detailing Cars 
By Brenden Porter 

 
My internship is at Geneseo College n the garage. First 
I get the cleaning supplies like window cleaner, 
scrubbing brush, and get the vacuum out.  
I detail cars.  This means I clean windows with window 
cleaner, vacuuming, and scrubbing stains out of carpets. 
I clean the outside of the car. I clean cars, SUVs, and 
trucks.  
I work on Tuesday and Thursdays at 12:45 thru 2:30 I 
say “Hi” to George and I show up on time. I learned 
how to use a power washer. I use a remote attached to 
my pocket and I use the button to turn it on and off. 
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I am 21 years old and I am a student in the L.I.V.E.S. 
Program. The L.I.V.E.S. Program is an educational and 
vocational opportunity for students with special 
needs. Classes take place on the college campus with 
my peers. The students in the L.I.V.E.S. Program 
participate in Dance Club. We will be preforming 
soon. As a graduating senior, I can look back on my 
time at Geneseo proudly. I have learned so much 
about myself. I will miss Geneseo when I leave. 

L.I.V.E.S. gives students amazing opportunities.   I 
came to L.I.V.E.S three years ago to gain the basic 
skills for independence. It is not like high school. My 
teachers, Mr. Laub and Ms. Wolcott help me work on 
my skills every week day. 

Every day (M-F), I come to school at Geneseo. I joined 
my peers, and we studied subjects like math, reading, 
writing and health. I liked the L.I.V.E.S. Program and I 
will miss it sincerely. 

In addition to L.I.V.E.S., I had an internship on campus 
at Red Jacket and MJs Dining Halls.  On Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays. 

 

 

I work with Deena at Red Jacket, and Chef Bob at 
M.J.’s. At Red Jacket I learned how to prep food, 
cut fruits and vegetables and I learned how to 
make chocolate chip cookies.  At M.J.s I learned 
how to make salads. It’s going to help me get a 
cooking and prepping food job when I graduate. I 
really enjoyed working because it made me more 
independent. 

On Thursday afternoon, attend a Dance Club. It is 
held in Schrader Hallway. Andrew and Mariely 
participate along with theatre people, Heather and 
other volunteers. Heather and the other volunteers 
are teaching us a dance routine. It has a beat and 
music. The routine has dance moves and emotions. 
We have to coordinate what we are doing. Dance 
Club is fun because I hang out with me friends and 
volunteers. I like learning new ways to dance.     
 
Coming to L.I.V.E.S has been a wonderful 
experience. My internship has taught me skills to 
be more independent. I have made good friends 
and I will sincerely miss everyone. 

Memories 
By Lauren Daly 

Friday Fun Days 
By Beatrice Rhoads 

 

Every Friday we do a fun day at Newton 212 or somewhere 
on campus. We do crafts, games, go on a walk at the 
arboretum, or go to the corner pocket and play pool. On a 
special fun Friday we went to see Savior Badohu and we 
played African drums at the Knight Spot. We made posters 
for Relay for Life and we painted puzzle pieces for the 
American Cancer Society, it was messy!! I got paint on my 
hands, I’m lucky it was washable. Melissa is leading a craft 
with junk notebooks. We did it before so I know it will be fun 
and exciting. We can put pictures on the paper and we draw 
on it and we decorate with the colored duck tape and gems 
and we can listen to music. Fridays are the best day of the 
week period.  
 

Working at  
MJ Dining Hall 

By: Mariely Vazquez 
 
I clean tables at MJ dining hall. I 
wear gloves and use a spray bottle. 
I try to help make the food, like 
salads. I like to make food. I put 
vegetables in the salad. I work with 
other people. I talk to both students 
and workers. I like working at MJ 
Dining Hall. 
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Internship and What I am going to do after I am finished in the L.I.V.E.S. 
Program 

 
By Andrew MacDonald 

 
I had an Internship at MJ Dining Hall and I 
worked on saying “Good Morning” to Chef Bob, 
Colleen, Lara, Roxie, Mary, Chris, and Rita. I 
learned other skills too. I learned to follow the 
directions that the staff told me. I said good 
morning to the other workers, and I learned to 
ask questions if I didn’t know about something. I 
learned how to stock the cooler with all the 
drinks from the shelves.  
After I leave the L.I.V.E.S. Program, I’m going to 
Hilltop and I am meeting with a job coach. First I 
need to complete my training skills. I will follow 
my goals and train with the job coach. After I 
complete the training I want to get a job at 
Walmart. I will have a meeting with a Walmart 
manager and after I’m done. Then I will get 
started working at Walmart. 
 

The Documentary 
By Ellen Beisheim 

 
   We made a documentary to show other students that we are similar to them. The documentary was 
about our journey though L.I.V.E.S.  The new students should do the same thing next year. 
   At first, I was nervous about the documentary.  I was interviewed by Miss Jones.  She asked me 
about my strength’s and struggles, why I came to L.I.V.E.S. and what I like to do. My interview was 
filmed and made into part of the documentary. At the end, I felt proud about doing the documentary.  
We presented to a big audience and I presented to my friend Timothy from Brighton High School. 
   The L.I.V.E.S. students presented the documentary at Hobart William Smith College. We had a 
panel Discussion with people to talk about the documentary and then we ate lunch in the dining hall. I 
had a cheeseburger and French fries, and a salad. The L.I.V.E.S. students went back on the bus to 
come back to Genesco and catch their ride back home. 
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Arts and Crafts 
Club 

by Amanda Cross 
 

I enjoy arts and crafts club because it was fun. 
My favorite part of arts and crafts was getting 
to paint flowers for springtime. I like it 
because I could do the club with the college 
students. I did projects in the arts and crafts 
club like candy hearts, snowman, snow globe, 
and some other cool things too. I hope to do 
arts and crafts club nest year because it was 
fun to create projects with my friends. I like 
arts and crafts club because I enjoy it a lot 
and it taught me new stuff.  
 

I am a junior this year. I have an 
internship at the workout center. 
My schedule is very busy. I work 
every Monday and Wednesday 
from 9:00 am until 11:00 am. I 
leaned to ask for help, how to 

follow instructions, and how to be on time. I also 
learned to be more polite.        
 
While I am at the workout center, my 
responsibilities are to clean the equipment with 
cleaning solution and towel after every use. I enjoy 
my job and the people I work with and see from 
day to day. I hope to return in the fall.  
 

The Workout Center 
By Andrew Sass 

African Drumming Lessons with Saviour Badohu 
in the Knight Spot 

Thank You    Thank You   Thank You 
Thank you to the following faculty of SUNY-
Geneseo who allowed students in the LIVES 
Program to audit classes with them this spring. 
 
Dr. Mark Broomfield Dr. Erin Harris 
Dr. James Kimball  Dr. Justin Behrend 
Dr. Doug Mackenzie Dr. Doug Baldwin 
Dr. Scott Giorgis  Dr. Colleen Garrity 
Dr. Maria Liwanig  Professor Sarrab Nadjet 
Dr. Christopher Anderson 

The students of the LIVES Program 
completed internships across campus.  Thank 
you to the staff of SUNY-Geneseo who 
allowed students in the LIVES Program 
complete internships with them this spring. 
 
Milne Library Staff              The Mailroom 
MJ Dining Hall           McVittie Union 
RJ Dining Hall           The Fitness Center 
Transportation Center 
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My Writing Audit Class 
By Jonathan Kee 

 
 My audit class is INTD 108: Secrets and Secret Codes with Dr. Baldwin.  It is a writing class with 
some reading and a lot of writing.  It was a great challenge for me because I didn’t understand how to 
write a proper essay.  It gave me new skills to use for future writings. 
 
 My professor, Dr. Baldwin, was a little nervous having me in his class because he never had a 
L.I.V.E.S. student in his class before.  Dr. Hall talked to him about what the L.I.V.E.S. Program was all 
about, and he wasn’t as nervous as before.  Dr. Baldwin did a great job helping me understand how his 
class works and on the essays for his first time teaching a L.I.V.E.S. student. 
 
 I learned a lot about writing argument and research essays.  We even read interesting books, 
stories, and biographies on people and secret codes.  It helped me develop on my own writing, creativity, 
and organization skills.  I came up with new ideas for my book that I am writing. 
 
 A few essays that I wrote for class are historical background essay, racism essay, and ethical essay.  
Each one was challenging but I put my all in each essay.  I was always relieved when I was done with 
each essay.  One goal I had was to write a two-page essay because I only wrote single page essays for most 
of the semester.  I accomplished my goal in my fourth essay, which was comparing a story to historical 
background facts.   
 
 I will miss being in Dr. Baldwin’s class.  I thank you Dr. Baldwin for having me in your class.  It 
was a great challenge to improve on my skills as a writer.  I will take all the teachings you have gave me.  
I’m very happy that you also helped me learn how to write an essay well and give me advice on how to 
improving my essays. 

 

Skills That I Learned about in LIVES 
By Emily Cook 

 

What I learned in Lives is independence skills like practicing eye contact, folding towels, clothes and 
socks. Cooking will help me cook for myself and folding towels, clothes and socks will help me help my 
mom at home. 

I have also worked on picking books up and putting them on the shelf for Mr. DiMiero in OT, and 
other important skills and stretching with Mrs. Sherwood will help my legs feel so much better because of 
my arthritis. 

Also I have worked on important skills with Mrs. Fisher in Speech, she has helped me retell events 
and communication skills with talking to people and learning to listen to people more better when giving 
directions too! 

In the Library, I have learned how to pick up books from the 3rd floor, scanning them into the 
computer and them alphabetizing them and then put them on the shelf. I really enjoy doing that and I'm 
going to miss doing that next school year (especially Patty and Mary Fran who have worked with me so 
well on how to do the job). 

The last thing that I have learned this year was in my audit class. I really enjoyed being there. It has 
been a wonderful experience for me, Professor Kimball has been so nice to me. I am going to miss him 
and getting to know him and his wonderful class, I am going to miss Professor Kimball’s class and 
learning all the wonderful music that it has taught me.   Well, these are my skills that I have learned in the 
Lives Program 2014! 
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For more information contact: 
SUNY-Geneseo 

The LIVES Program 
c/o Dr. Elizabeth Hall 

1 College Circle 
220B South Hall 

Geneseo, NY  14454 
 

halle@geneseo.edu 
Phone:  585-245-5351 

www.geneseo.edu/lives 
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