
Class PHIL 100-01:  Introduction to Philosophy 
Instructor David Hahn 

Learning Outcomes 1.  Be able to identify and analyze arguments in accordance with the 
primary methodology of philosophy. 
2.  Be able to distinguish between epistemological, metaphysical, and 
axiological problems in Philosophy. 
3.  Have a basic understanding of how the philosophical tradition has 
shaped contemporary discussions of major philosophical problems. 

Required Texts All texts are provided from selections of philosophical works as well 
as documents from American history. 

Other Information This course will introduce students to some of the central 
questions and debates in philosophy.  What (if anything) is the 
value of philosophy?  Is the right of free speech absolute, and if 
not, what the limits thereof?  How do minds related to bodies?  
What is consciousness?  Is freedom necessary for moral 
responsibility?  Do we have reasons to be good?  How should we 
live and interact with the world around us?  What is the extent 
of our ethical responsibilities to human and non-human animals?  
Under what conditions could a society be properly described as 
just?  Is a just society even possible?  Philosophers have 
grappled with questions of this sort for centuries, and so will we.  
By examining various historical and contemporary approaches to 
such questions, the importance of philosophical reflection for 
everyday life should become evident.   

 
Class PHIL 111-01:  R/Introduction to Logic 
Instructor Ted Everett 

Learning Outcomes Students in this course will learn the formal vocabulary, syntax, and 
semantics of standard first-order propositional and predicate logic.  
They will learn to prove theorems in these systems using truth trees, 
“quick trees”, and natural deduction.  They will also become familiar 
with extensions of standard logic regarding identity, existence, 
definite descriptions, comparisons, and vagueness. 

Required Texts There is no commercial text for this course.  A free text by the 
instructor will be made available on Canvas. 

Other Information N/A. 

 
Class PHIL 130-01:  Ethics 

Instructor Walt Soffer 

Learning Outcomes N/A 

Required Texts Moral Philosophy:  A Reader 

Other Information An examination of major ethical theories from ancient times to 
the present.  Topics include: the nature of morality, the nature 
of morally right conduct, moral relativism vs. moral objectivism, 
ethics and egoism, the nature of the good, deontological ethics, 



utilitarian ethics, virture ethics, the relation between morality 
and religion.   

 
Class PHIL 202-01:  M/World Religions & Contemporary Issues 
Instructor Carlo Filice 

Learning Outcomes 1.  To improve one’s skills in critically assessing 
claims and beliefs. 
2.  To become more familiar with some of the 
world’s major religious texts and belief-systems. 
3.  To become better at judging religious belief-
systems with fairness and impartiality. 

Required Texts N/A at this time. 

Other Information This course will explore the central texts and ideas of some of 
the world’s most influential religions.  The stress will not be on 
the history or rituals of these religions, but on understanding 
their basic vision and beliefs as expressed in their more 
cherished texts.  This is a philosophy course.  Thus, our approach 
will be philosophical.  That means we will attempt to critically 
assess the vision and the beliefs of each religion.  We’ll try to do 
this with fairness and impartiality.  Part of our inquiry will target 
the ethical vision and value commitments of each religious view.  
Thus, we will look at some current practical implications of 
different religious views – regarding, for example, war and 
peace, the environment, the status of women, social justice, etc.  
Our approach will be serious, but also playful!  There will be a lot 
of classroom discussion.   

 
 

Class PHIL 204-01:  Philosophy of Woman 

Instructor Heidi Savage 

Learning Outcomes  



Required Texts  

Other Information  

 
Class PHL 207-01:  Modern Philosophy 
Instructor Walt Soffer 

Learning Outcomes Students will demonstrate knowledge of the epistemological and 
metaphysical issues and positions of the thinkers dealt within the 
course. 

Required Texts Descartes, Mediations of First Philosophy 
Berkeley, Three Dialogues Between Hylas and Philonous 
Hume, An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding 
Kant, Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics. 

Other Information Topics include:  Descartes:  Universal doubt and the cogito, existence 
and nature of God, metaphysical principles of nature, the relation 
between mind and body,   Berkeley:  The denial of matter, the reality 
of the sensible world, the realm of minds, the existence and nature of 
God, the relation between mind and nature.  Hume:  Skepticism and 
the science of human nature, the elements of human knowledge, 
imagination and the association of ideas, the nature of reason and 
the analysis of causality, external bodies and the personal self.  Kant:  
How is pure mathematics possible?  How is pure natural science 
possible?  How is metaphysics in general possible?  How is 
metaphysics as science possible? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Class PHIL 214-01:  M/Chinese Philosophy 
Instructor Brian Barnett 

Learning Outcomes 1.  Gain an understanding of the historical development of Chinese 
thought. 
2.  Learn the key concepts, principles, and motivations underlying the 
central schools of Chinese philosophy, including what they have in 
common and how they differ from one another. 
3.  Develop the ability to read and critically evaluate English 
translations of Chinese philosophical texts from an analytic 
perspective. 
4.  Acquire an appreciation of the ways in which Chinese philosophy 
has the potential to enrich modern life, both at the individual and 
societal levels.  
 

Required Texts Introduction to Classical Chinese Philosophy by Van Norden (Hackett 
2011) 
Readings in Classical Chinese Philosophy, 2nd edition, eds. Ivanhoe 
and Van Norden (Hackett 2005) 
The Path:  What Chinese Philosophers Can Teach Us About the Good 
Life, by Puett and Gross-Loh (Simon & Schuster 2016) 
Additional articles to be made freely available online 

Other Information This course provides a chronological survey of Chinese philosophy, 
the central thrust of which is often characterized as “humanist.”  The 
tendency toward humanism has its roots in the cosmological view of 
ancient China.  As such, we will take this view as our starting point, 
then investigate how different humanist approaches emerged from 
it.  Course requirements include participation in discussion, 
homework exercises, several short (2-3 page) informal essays, one 
longer (6-8 page) formal essay, one group presentation, unit quizzes, 
and a final exam.  

 
Class PHIL 217-01:  Problem in Philosophy of Law 

Instructor James Otis 

Learning Outcomes  

Required Texts  

Other Information  

 
 
 
 
 



Class PHIL 219-01:  Social and Political Philosophy 

Instructor Carly Herold 

Learning Outcomes 1. Gain familiarity with the major debates from classical to 
contemporary political philosophy  
2. Critically read and comprehend original philosophical texts 
3. Analyze and evaluate various approaches to questions of justice 
4. Enter into those debates using philosophical argumentation in 
class discussion and writing 

Required Texts May include selections from Aristotle, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Karl 
Marx, John Stuart Mill, John Rawls, Richard Rorty, Stanley Fish, Susan 
Moller Okin and others. 

  
 

Other Information This course will examine key issues in social and political 
philosophy as they've been reflected upon from the ancient world to 
the modern day.  We'll consider both the ways in which these 
reflections differ from each other and the ways in which they may 
show enduring concerns across historical eras and cultures. Some of 
the major themes we will consider include (but are not limited to): 
the meaning of justice; democratic theory; the rights and duties of 
citizens; what gives governments legitimacy; the political values of 
liberty and equality; and the relationship of private life and public life. 
 

 
Class PHIL 222-01:  Phil & Rel-Ancient Mediterranean 

Instructor Elias Savellos 

Learning Outcomes N/A 

Required Texts Handouts to be distributed in class. 

Other Information A survey of the religious culture and the philosophical tradition of the 
ancient Mediterranean.  In particular, we will examine how the 
interplay between religious faith as promoted 

 
Class PHIL 225-01:  Philosophy of the Arts 

Instructor Jonathan Auyer 

Learning Outcomes 1.  Analyze philosophical arguments surrounding topics on the nature 
of art. 
2.  Defend specific philosophical arguments surrounding topics on the 
nature of art. 
3.  Analyze specific pieces of art through the lens of philosophical 
positions on the nature of art. 
4.  Write clear, coherent and persuasive arguments on issues that 
arise from the content at hand. 
5.  Apply learned information to real world discussions and debates 
on issues in the arts. 

Required Texts Introducing Philosophy of Art: In Eight Case Studies, By Derek 
Matravers 



Other Information An inquiry into thinking about concepts, questions, and problems 
surrounding art.  This course will focus on the visual arts and will 
ground the investigation in specific works of art in the hopes 
shedding light on topics such as what makes something a work of art; 
the connection between art and expression; the issue of forgeries; 
matters to do with interpretation; the connection between art and 
knowledge, and the connection between art and morality.   

 
Class PHIL 226-01:  Philosophy & Literature 

Instructor Carly Herold 

Learning Outcomes 1. Understand and appreciate the contributions to understanding 
human nature made in philosophical and literary writings 
2. Critically read and comprehend original philosophical and literary 
texts 
3. Analyze and evaluate various approaches to fundamental 
questions of human life  
4. Enter into those debates using philosophical argumentation in 
class discussion and writing 
 

Required Texts May include selections from: Plato, Aristophanes, Lucretius, Francis 
Bacon, William Shakespeare, The Arabian Nights, Ibn Tufayl, Herman 
Melville, Primo Levi, and other contemporary readings 
 

Other Information "It's been said that if you want to reach people's hearts and minds, 
one must do it through literature rather than philosophical treatises. 
Are there aspects of the most important areas of human life--such as 
politics, love, morality, and friendship--that literature can teach us 
about while philosophy cannot, or vice versa? Is one more effective 
than the other for educating not only individuals but also whole 
peoples or cultures?  Can philosophy only teach us about the rational 
elements of our lives and literature the emotional, or can both 
make contributions to and understand human nature as a whole? Is it 
possible for philosophy or literature to be morally suspect? We will 
consider both literature that has philosophical aims and philosophy 
that is written in a literary way.  This course will examine both the 
form and the content of philosophy and literature through readings 
from classical antiquity to the modern day, in western and non-
western texts. No prior knowledge of any text is required." 
 
 
 

 
Class PHIL 235-01:  Philosophy of Biology 
Instructor Ted Everett 

Learning Outcomes The main purpose of this course is to familiarize students with a 
range of conceptual and moral issues surrounding the study of 
biology.  Foremost among these are the controversies over 
creationism and sociobiology, where the biological study of humanity 



seems to bring scientists into conflict with the religions and political 
ideologies of many non-scientists.  Whether these apparent gaps are 
real, whether they can be bridged, and if so, how, are central 
questions for the students in this course to address.  In addition, 
certain conceptual issues within biology itself, such as the units of 
selection controversy, have considerable interest in their own right 
and will also be explored.  The second purpose of this course is to 
give students mainly interested in biology a basic training in 
philosophical reasoning, including an open-minded, critical approach 
to controversial questions, together with a set of analytic tools 
peculiar to philosophy.  Thirdly, this course is intended to provide 
those students mainly interested in philosophy an appreciation of the 
inherent interest, importance, and conceptual difficulty of biological 
research.   

Required Texts There is no standard textbook for this course.  A series of readings 
will be placed on Canvas. 

Other Information N/A 

 
Class PHIL 237:01 -   Ethical Issues in Business 

Instructor Brian Barnett 

Learning Outcomes 1.  Students will demonstrate an understanding of major types of 
foundational ethical theories, including, but not limited to, 
consequentialist and deontological theories.   
2.  Students will recognize that the environment of business is rife 
with ethical issues, both at the level of the overall economic system 
and within specific business areas. 
3.  Students will use the language of ethics when discussing business 
decisions. 
4.  Students will consider how ethical standards are related to law, 
religion, and social custom. 
5.  Students will develop their moral reasoning and, more generally, 
critical thinking skills. 
 

Required Texts Honest Work: A Business Ethics Reader, 4th edition, eds. Ciulla, 
Martin, and Solomon (Oxford 2018) 
Additional articles to be made freely available on line. 
Course requirements include participation in discussion, homework 
exercises, several short essays, one group presentation, unit quizzes, 
and a final exam.   

Other Information This course will introduce students to the central role of ethics in the 
conduct of business organizations and the people who administer 
them.  Students will learn to identify ethical issues in business and to 
analyze them from the perspective of several philosophical moral 
traditions.  We will consider ethical issues concerning both the overall 
economic system and the specific business areas of management, 
accounting, finance, and marketing.  Students will be required to 
perform analyses of both philosophical readings and recent case-
studies from the business world. 



Class PHIL 237:02 – Ethical Issues in Business 

Instructor Heidi Savage 

Learning Outcomes 1.  Students will demonstrate an understanding of major types of 
foundational ethical theories, including, but not limited to, 
consequentialist and deontological theories.   
2.  Students will recognize that the environment of business is rife 
with ethical issues, both at the level of the overall economic system 
and within specific business areas. 
3.  Students will use the language of ethics when discussing business 
decisions. 
4.  Students will consider how ethical standards are related to law, 
religion, and social custom. 
5.  Students will develop their moral reasoning and, more generally, 
critical thinking skills. 

Required Texts Not available at this time. 

Other Information N/A. 

 
Class PHIL 330:01 - Ethical Theory 

Instructor Carlo Filice 

Learning Outcomes 1.  To improve skills of comprehending, summarizing, and criticizing 
core arguments in moral philosophy, including arguments presented 
in classic texts and in contemporary selections. 
2.  To understand more clearly the differences between alternative 
types of moral theory, such as the differences between 
consequentialist and deontological theories, and how one might 
argue for or against a given moral theory in light of those differences. 
3.  To be better able to present, in written form, a well-defined thesis 
(which may be of special interest to you personally), to present clear 
philosophical arguments in defense of your thesis, and to respond to 
critical objections raised against your own arguments.   

Required Texts Not available at this time. 

Other Information N/A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Class PHIL 340:01 -  Theory of Knowledge 

Instructor David Levy 

Learning Outcomes 1.  Be able to explain and analyze the traditional account of 
knowledge, as well as the primary challenges to it; 
2.  Be able to explain and analyze the concept of epistemic 
justification. 
3.  Be able to explain and analyze the internalism/externalism 
dispute; 
4.  Be able to explain and analyze the naturalistic approach to 
epistemology; 
5.  Be able to explain and analyze arguments concerning skeptical 
possibilities. 
6.  Produce written work that involves offering sustained arguments 
that respond to ongoing discussions in the epistemological literature.   

Required Texts Epistemology:  An Anthology (2nd ed.), ed. Sosa, Kim, Fantl, & 
McGrath (Blackwell) 
Epistemology:  A Contemporary Introduction, Goldman & McGrath 
(Oxford) 

Other Information An examination of fundamental epistemological concepts, 
and especially of contemporary analytic philosophical 
approaches to them.  Topics include the analysis of empirical 
knowledge, the nature and structure of justification, the 
internalism/externalism debate, and skepticism about the 
external world.  If time permits, we will also examine some of 
the following:  the value of truth and knowledge, a priori 
knowledge, or the role of perception and memory in 
knowledge.  Students will write frequently in this course – 
likely a short paper (2 pages) just about every week, plus a 
longer (12-15 pages) final paper. 

 
Class PHIL 397:01 – Seminar:  Philosophy, Applied Ethics, and Social Justice 

Instructor Amanda Roth 

Learning Outcomes 1.  Become familiar with and engage in rich and developed ways with 
some recent work in moral and political philosophy centering on 
issues often deemed “social justice.” 
2.  Reflect on the nature and value of philosophy as a discipline by 
engaging in recent metadisciplinary debates through philosophical 
discourse and writing.   
3.  Develop advanced philosophical research skills. 
4.  Demonstrate proficiency in oral discourse. 
5.  Produce written work that follows the disciplinary conventions of 
Philosophy. 

Required Texts Not available at this time. 



Other Information In this seminar we will take up some interrelated questions about 
political philosophy and applied ethics, along with some meta-
disciplinary questions about the methods and commitments of 
philosophy and an intellectual endeavor.  We will focus on a set of 
substantive value questions within the realm of “social justice,” to 
which philosophers have made recent substantial and important 
contributions.  This will likely involve some combination of attention 
to contemporary theories of justice and an as of yet undetermined 
set of topics within some of:  philosophy of gender, race, sexuality, 
disability, etc.  We will use these substantive topics as an entry way 
into the larger question of what philosophy can offer to activist 
projects and whether the use of philosophy to achieve such ends can 
be understood as compatible with the nature of philosophy as a 
discipline.  

 
Class HUMN 220-04:  W/H/Western Humanities I 
Instructor Carlo Filice 

Learning Outcomes 1.  Demonstrate knowledge of the contributions of significant 
Western thinkers to ongoing intellectual debate about moral, social, 
and political alternatives. 
2.  Demonstrate knowledge of the major trends and movements that 
have shaped and responded to this debate:  e.g., monotheism, 
humanism, etc. 
3.  Demonstrate the ability to think critically about moral, social, and 
political arguments in the Western intellectual tradition, evaluating 
the logic of these arguments and relating them to the historical and 
cultural context. 
4.  Consider moral, social, and political issues from an 
interdisciplinary perspective 

Required Texts Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War (Penguin) 
Sophocles, Antigone, from The Three Theban Plays (Penguin) 
Plato, The Republic, (Grube’s translation) (Hackett) 
Virgil, The Aeneid (Bantam) 
The Holy Bible (The Instructor will cite from the Revised Standard 
Version) 
Petronius, The Satyricon (Hackett) 
St. Augustine, Confessions (Penguin) 
Dante, The Inferno (Penguin) 
Machiavelli, The Prince (Penguin) 
Shakespeare, Hamlet (Penguin) 
Perry, Western Civilization, Volume 1 (Seventh Edition).  (Feel free to 
purchase cheaper and older editions.  But, you are responsible for 
the material assigned from that text. 
Possible instructor handouts (selections from Sappho, the Koran, 
etc.) 
 

Other Information This course covers some of the important works, ideas, and events 
that have shaped the Western World until the 1600’s.  It’s “Classics 
for Intelligent People!!” It’s a course of literature, philosophy, history, 
and religious studies all rolled into one.  One of our central objectives 



will be to understand the roots of our Western world’s central beliefs 
and values – about democracy, justice, divine things, men and 
women, etc.  It is a demanding course (e.g., a lot of active and 
difficult reading is required).  For it to work, students will be asked to 
come prepared to participate actively in our class meetings.  

 
Class HUMN 220-05:  W/H/Western Humanities I 
Instructor Charles Hertrick 

Learning Outcomes 1.  Demonstrate knowledge of the contributions of significant 
Western thinkers to ongoing intellectual debate about moral, social, 
and political alternatives. 
2.  Demonstrate knowledge of the major trends and movements that 
have shaped and responded to this debate:  e.g., monotheism, 
humanism, etc. 
3.  Demonstrate the ability to think critically about moral, social, and 
political arguments in the Western intellectual tradition, evaluating 
the logic of these arguments and relating them to the historical and 
cultural context. 
4.  Consider moral, social, and political issues from an 
interdisciplinary perspective.  

Required Texts Euripedes Medea 
Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War 
Shakespeare, The Tempest 
Selected dialogues by Plato, parts of the Old and New Testament, 
Dante’s Inferno, Machiavelli’s Prince, and others. 

Other Information This course provides an intensive introduction to important literary, 
historical, and philosophical works of the Western tradition.  Several 
major themes will run throughout the course, including:  the 
relationship between the individual and the state; the relationship 
between the human and the divine; rationality and spirituality; the 
nature and sources of evil; the role of the artist in society; the 
narrative stance chosen by authors; the expansion of empires; the 
role of leaders; and the position of women in Western culture. 

 
Class HUMN 220-06:  W/H/Western Humanities I 
Instructor Brian Barnett 

Learning Outcomes 1.  Demonstrate knowledge of the contributions of significant 
Western thinkers to ongoing intellectual debate about moral, social, 
and political alternatives. 
2.  Demonstrate knowledge of the major trends and movements that 
have shaped and responded to this debate:  e.g., monotheism, 
humanism, etc. 
3.  Demonstrate the ability to think critically about moral, social, and 
political arguments in the Western intellectual tradition, evaluating 
the logic of these arguments and relating them to the historical and 
cultural context. 
4.  Consider moral, social, and political issues from an 
interdisciplinary perspective.  

Required Texts  



Other Information This course provides an intensive introduction to important literary, 
historical, and philosophical works of the Western tradition.  Several 
major themes will run throughout the course, including:  the 
relationship between the individual and the state; the relationship 
between the human and the divine; rationality and spirituality; the 
nature and sources of evil; the role of the artist in society; the 
narrative stance chosen by authors; the expansion of empires; the 
role of leaders; and the position of women in Western culture. 

 
Class HUMN 220-09:  W/H/Western Humanities I 
Instructor Charles Hertrick 

Learning Outcomes 1.  Demonstrate knowledge of the contributions of significant 
Western thinkers to ongoing intellectual debate about moral, social, 
and political alternatives. 
2.  Demonstrate knowledge of the major trends and movements that 
have shaped and responded to this debate:  e.g., monotheism, 
humanism, etc. 
3.  Demonstrate the ability to think critically about moral, social, and 
political arguments in the Western intellectual tradition, evaluating 
the logic of these arguments and relating them to the historical and 
cultural context. 
4.  Consider moral, social, and political issues from an 
interdisciplinary perspective.  

Required Texts Euripedes Medea 
Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War 
Shakespeare, The Tempest 
Selected dialogues by Plato, parts of the Old and New Testament, 
Dante’s Inferno, Machiavelli’s Prince, and others. 

Other Information This course provides an intensive introduction to important literary, 
historical, and philosophical works of the Western tradition.  Several 
major themes will run throughout the course, including:  the 
relationship between the individual and the state; the relationship 
between the human and the divine; rationality and spirituality; the 
nature and sources of evil; the role of the artist in society; the 
narrative stance chosen by authors; the expansion of empires; the 
role of leaders; and the position of women in Western culture. 

 
Class HUMN 220-10:12  W/H/Western Humanities I 

Instructor Elias Savellos 

Learning Outcomes 1.  Demonstrate knowledge of the contributions of significant 
Western thinkers to ongoing intellectual debate about moral, social, 
and political alternatives. 
2.  Demonstrate knowledge of the major trends and movements that 
have shaped and responded to this debate:  e.g., monotheism, 
humanism, etc. 
3.  Demonstrate the ability to think critically about moral, social, and 
political arguments in the Western intellectual tradition, evaluating 
the logic of these arguments and relating them to the historical and 
cultural context. 
4.  Consider moral, social, and political issues from an 



interdisciplinary perspective 

Required Texts Not available at this time. 

Other Information N/A 

 
Class HUMN 220-14:  W/H/Western Humanities I 

Instructor Heidi Savage 

Learning Outcomes 1.  Demonstrate knowledge of the contributions of significant 
Western thinkers to ongoing intellectual debate about moral, social, 
and political alternatives. 
2.  Demonstrate knowledge of the major trends and movements that 
have shaped and responded to this debate:  e.g., monotheism, 
humanism, etc. 
3.  Demonstrate the ability to think critically about moral, social, and 
political arguments in the Western intellectual tradition, evaluating 
the logic of these arguments and relating them to the historical and 
cultural context. 
4.  Consider moral, social, and political issues from an 
interdisciplinary perspective 

Required Texts Not available at this time. 

Other Information N/A 

 
Class HUMN 221-02:04  W/H/Western Humanities II 

Instructor James Bennett 

Learning Outcomes 1.  Demonstrate knowledge of the contributions of significant 
Western thinkers to ongoing intellectual debate about moral, social, 
and political alternatives. 
2.  Demonstrate knowledge of the major trends and movements that 
have shaped and responded to this debate:  e.g., monotheism, 
humanism, etc. 
3.  Demonstrate the ability to think critically about moral, social, and 
political arguments in the Western intellectual tradition, evaluating 
the logic of these arguments and relating them to the historical and 
cultural context. 
4.  Consider moral, social, and political issues from an 
interdisciplinary perspective 

Required Texts Not available at this time. 

Other Information N/A 
 
 
 

 
Class HUMN 221-05:  W/H/Western Humanities II 
Instructor Ted Everett 

Learning Outcomes 1.  Demonstrate knowledge of the contributions of significant 
Western thinkers to ongoing intellectual debate about moral, social, 
and political alternatives. 
2.  Demonstrate knowledge of the major trends and movements that 
have shaped and responded to this debate:  e.g., monotheism, 



humanism, etc. 
3.  Demonstrate the ability to think critically about moral, social, and 
political arguments in the Western intellectual tradition, evaluating 
the logic of these arguments and relating them to the historical and 
cultural context. 
4.  Consider moral, social, and political issues from an 
interdisciplinary perspective 

Required Texts Locke, Second Treatise of Government (Harlan Davidson) 
Swift, Gulliver’s Travels (Houghton Mifflin) 
American Historical Documents 
Rousseau, Discourse on the Origin of Inequality (Hackett) 
Melville, Billy Budd, Sailor and Other Stories (Penguin) 
Arendt, Eichmann in Jerusalem…(Penguin) 
Marx and Engels, Communist Manifesto (International) 
Mill, Utilitarianism and On Liberty (New American Library) 
Freud, Civilization and Its Discontents (Norton) 
Solzhenitsyn, One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich (Bantam) 
 

Other Information N/A 

 
Class HUMN 221-10:  W/H/Western Humanities II 
Instructor Walt Soffer 

Learning Outcomes 1.  Demonstrate knowledge of the contributions of significant 
Western thinkers to ongoing intellectual debate about moral, social, 
and political alternatives. 
2.  Demonstrate knowledge of the major trends and movements that 
have shaped and responded to this debate:  e.g., monotheism, 
humanism, etc. 
3.  Demonstrate the ability to think critically about moral, social, and 
political arguments in the Western intellectual tradition, evaluating 
the logic of these arguments and relating them to the historical and 
cultural context. 
4.  Consider moral, social, and political issues from an 
interdisciplinary perspective 

Required Texts Descartes, Discourse on the Method 
Locke, Second Treatise of Government 
American History Documents 
Swift, Gulliver’s Travels 
Rousseau, The Basic Political Writings 
The Marx-Engels Reader 
Mill, On Liberty 
Freud, Civilization and Its Discontents 
Rawls,  

Other Information N/A 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Class INTD 105-04:05 Writing Seminar:  Sci-Fi Minds 

Instructor James Otis 
Learning Outcomes 1.  Read significant existentialists texts carefully and critically, 

recognizing and responding to argumentative positions.   
2.  Write and revise sustained, coherent and persuasive arguments 
on significant issues related to human existence that arise from the 
content at hand. 
3.  Write clearly, following the conventions of Standard English. 
4.  Incorporate information gleaned through library research into 
written arguments. 
5.  Gain a familiarity with various moral debates related to science 
and technology.   
 
 

Required Texts TBD 

Other Information Questions about human nature abound in science fiction.  This course 
will specifically focus on the many ways minds have manifested 
themselves across that literature.  What is humanity?  How is it 
related to machines and technology?  How have different races and 
genders been portrayed?  What can we learn about ourselves and 
our world by exploring this rich and entertaining collection of worlds?  
We will use these questions as a platform for learning about various 
features of argumentative academic writing.  Our class will be 
structured around several primary writing assignments with a general 
build-up toward an argumentative research essay that requires 
individuals to select a topic, find appropriate research, summarize 
and critique that research, and respond with a novel argument.  We 
will usually think of academic writing as a way of entering into an 
ongoing conversation by first understanding what has already been 
said, then identifying a gap in the conversation, and finally 
attempting to fill that gap with a new and useful contribution that 
effectively communicates to the relevant audience.  While science 
fiction will provide us with many interesting themes, it is writing that 
takes center stage in this class.   

 
Class INTD 105-07:  WrtSem:Art & Freedom of Speech 

Instructor Jonathan Auyer 

Learning Outcomes 1.  The ability to read significant texts carefully and critically, 
recognizing and responding to argumentative positions. 
2.  The ability to write and revise sustained, coherent and persuasive 
arguments on significant issues that arise from the content at hand. 
3.  The ability to write clearly, following the conventions of Standard 
English. 
4.  The ability to incorporate information gleaned through library 
research into written arguments.   



Required Texts “They Say/I Say”:  The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing, 4th 
edition, Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein 
Free Speech:  A very Short Introduction, Nigel Warburton 
On Liberty, John Stuart Mill 

Other Information This class will address the philosophical and political questions 
surrounding freedom of speech, and will focus attention on freedom 
of expression in the arts. What exactly is it that's being protected? 
Why is it important? Is artistic expression unlimited, or are there ever 
good reasons to restrict this freedom? The class will address these 
questions and others by reading a variety of perspectives including 
works of philosophy, supreme court cases, contemporary theoretical 
and practical writings. We will also engage with a variety of works of 
art from literature, painting, music, film, and photography. 

 
Class INTD 105-23:  WS:Skepticism,ConsThry&CritThk 

Instructor David Hahn 

Learning Outcomes N/A 

Required Texts Little Seagull Handbook 
Provided sections from Science:  a Candle in the Dark 
The Discourses 
 

Other Information This course is an introductory writing course.  The focus is to teach 
the student the ability to write essays at the college level.  This 
course will focus on the ability to create, develop, and sustain 
arguments using the tools of both writing and critical thinking.  
Conspiracy theories were once the domain of the crack pots, but 
within the last eight years they have become more and more 
mainstream; from Fox News giving Glenn Beck his own show (since 
cancelled) to the medical advice given by Dr. Oz and Jenny McCarthy, 
conspiracism is no longer on the fringes especially  now that our 
president actively pushes them.  This course will focus on critical 
analysis using the tools of informal logic to take apart the reasoning 
behind nearly all conspiracy theories.   

 


