PSYC 202  Educational Psychology (Bailey 103)
Prof. Tomczak

COURSE SYLLABUS—Spring, 2016

TEACHING INTERN:  Ms. Tarinah Faircloth
e-mail:  tjf7@geneseo.edu
Office Hours: ______________________________

MY OFFICE HOURS:
By appointment.  You can leave messages for me with the Psych Department (ext. 5205), or on my voicemail (ext. 5532) or you may leave a note in my mailbox specifying your name, course and section numbers and a phone number at which I can reach you.  My office is located in Bailey 118.  My e-mail address is tomczak@geneseo.edu.  You may also try to contact me at Genesee Community College in Batavia if you don't mind paying the “long distance”.  My number there is 343-0055, ext. 6296.  There is voice mail connected to this number --leave a message and I'll call you back.

myCourses: 

· We will be conducting some class discussions and engaging in some other online activities in our myCourses/Angel online course area at:
 http://mycourses.geneseo.edu or http://my.geneseo.edu
COURSE DESCRIPTION: As stated in the college catalog, this course, "Considers the principles of learning and teaching, measurement and evaluation, and growth and development of the individual as they relate to the classroom and other situations."  General Psychology (PSY 100) is a prerequisite for this course.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
During the semester, students will:

· become familiar with basic developmental principles and their relationship to the educational process;

· become acquainted with intelligence theory and current alternate theories of intelligence;

· review the principles of learning theory and basic issues in human cognition and understand how they apply to education;

· be acquainted with various decisions teachers are required to make and the various teaching skills which can be utilized to achieve specific teaching objectives;

· be introduced to the process of and issues associated with educational assessment and the principles of test construction.

REQUIRED TEXT: Educational Psychology, by Jeff Swartwood. It is available at Sundance Books and the college bookstore. It is also available through most online outlets and through Coursesmart.com
EXAMS:  There will be three (3) exams (non-comprehensive) during the semester.  These exams will consist of multiple choice, true/false and/or short answer items.  Anything covered in lecture, or in assigned readings in the texts is fair game for these exams.

If you miss an exam, a make-up will only be granted if the absence is excused.  Excused absences are defined here as those being okayed by the office of the Dean of Students or those of which I am informed of prior to the examination date for which adequate measures have been taken in advance to insure the exam is made up.  Take note of the examination dates highlighted in the course outline on the following page.

GROUP CASE STUDIES:  A portion of your final grade will be based on successful completion of 3 group case study reports (short papers)—one per group.  During the semester, I will distribute several short cases.  Attached to each of these cases will be several questions.  As a group, you will be required to read the cases and collaboratively respond to the questions.  Your responses to the questions should be substantiated by information from our texts and the notes.  These case studies should be typed and submitted no later than the end of class time on the due dates listed in the course outline.  Late cases will only be accepted in the event of excused absences. Specific details and guidelines for preparation of the cases will be discussed in class.
Your scores on the exams and the group case studies will account for 80% of your final grade. 
GROUP PRESENTATIONS (Powerpoints):  Your groups will also be required to do two 10 minute in-class presentations.  The first presentation will be based on an empirical article that I will assign to your group.  Your task will be to read the article and develop a presentation which summarizes the major aspects of the research.  The second presentation will be a brief overview of one of the categories of exceptionalities discussed in chapter 10 of the text.  More guidelines will be forthcoming.  Your presentations will be scored using a rubric, and the scores will account for 10% of your final grade.
ONLINE/IN-CLASS DISCUSSIONS:  You will also be required to participate in several discussions based on brief cases, videos, online assignments and/or articles assigned during class.  Specific questions will be posted in the discussion area in myCourses or posed during class and discussion cutoff dates will be announced.  You will receive 1 participation point for each discussion you participate in.  When calculating your final grade, I will drop 1 discussion from the calculation. These discussion points will account for 10% of your final grade.

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:  Academic dishonesty, or cheating, can take many forms--plagiarism, copying off of another student's examination, obtaining copies of an examination prior to the examination date, or submitting someone else’s work under your own name. 

No, not everyone does it, but recent studies indicate that "cheating" among college undergraduates is on the rise. Geneseo does have a uniform college-wide policy regarding cheating. If you are not familiar with this policy you should realize, though, that by enrolling in this class you have informally but legally agreed to conform to the standards set forth by me in this syllabus. If reasonable evidence exists that indicates that you have cheated, you will receive a failing grade for this course. It will also become clear to you as the semester progresses that the odds greater that the person sitting next to you is in the D to E range rather than the A to B range!

CRITERIA FOR GRADING:  Your final grade will be determined based on the average of your exam scores and your scores on the case studies weighted 80% (or multiplied by .8), your average on the group presentations weighted 10% and your online discussion points weighted 10%.

	PERCENTAGE RANGE
	LETTER GRADE

	93-100
	A

	90-92
	A-

	87-89 
	B+

	84-86
	B

	80-83
	B-

	77-79
	C+

	74-76
	C

	70-73
	C-

	60-69
	D

	59-0  
	E


COURSE WITHDRAWAL: The (W) grade is for withdrawing (or being involuntarily withdrawn by the instructor) from a course. It is the student's responsibility [not the instructor's!] to formally withdrawal from a course prior to the withdrawal deadline." The Withdrawal deadline for the Spring, 2016 semester is Monday, April 4th. Although it is my prerogative to withdrawal any student I have not "heard from" on April 4th, it is not my responsibility. If your grades for the course have been poor, and you believe that you have no possible chance of passing the class with a satisfactory grade, it is your responsibility to withdrawal from the class before April 4th. If you do not take the initiative to withdrawal by this date you may risk receiving an E for the course. If you have any further questions regarding withdrawing from courses, contact the records/registrar office.

CLASS CANCELLATION PROCEDURE:  In the event of inclement weather (e.g., a snow storm) or any other severe conditions that might warrant the closing of the college, announcements regarding class cancellations will be made on the following radio stations:
Avon 

WYSL AM (1030)

Batavia 

WBTA AM (1490)

Buffalo 

WBEN AM (930) 

WKBW AM (1520) 

WKSE FM (98.5)

Dansville 

WDNY AM (1400)
Geneseo 

WGBC AM (640) 

WGSU FM (89.3)
Rochester 

WHAM AM (1180)

Warsaw 

WCJW AM (1140)

Cancellation information can be obtained by calling the campus information line at ext. 6666.
Make sure to listen for specific cancellation information.  The radio stations will state whether day or evening classes are canceled.  In some instances, only one or the other may be canceled because weather conditions may improve later.

In the event of a school closing adjustments will be made in our class schedule to accommodate for the lost time.  Please note that if there is an emergency closing on a day when an examination is scheduled plan on having the examination on our first day back after the closing.
Since many commuting students live in outlying areas, it is entirely possible that you may experience severe weather in your area while the Geneseo area is left untouched.  Even though school may be open please use your best judgment when considering travel in severe weather.  There is no sense risking life or limb.  Simply notify me that you can't make it as soon as you can.  Remember that a message can be left on my office answering machine at any hour of the day.

ADDITIONAL NOTE:  If you are having trouble with anything-tests, note taking, etc.-please see me.  I am here to help you succeed.

COURSE OVERVIEW & SCHEDULE: (subject to change) 

	DATE
	DAY
	TOPIC
	READING

	1/19
	T
	Introduction
	Chap. 1

	1/21
	H
	cont’d
	

	1/26
	T
	Developmental Foundations I
	Chap. 2

	1/28
	H
	cont’d
	

	2/2
	T
	Developmental Foundations II
	Chap. 3

	2/4
	H
	Behavioral Theories
	Chap. 4

	2/9
	T
	cont’d
	

	2/11
	H
	Cognitive Theories
	Chap. 5

	2/16
	T
	cont’d
	

	2/18
	H
	Review for Exam #1*
	

	2/23
	T
	RESEARCH ARTICLE PRESENTATIONS
	

	2/25
	H
	EXAM #1
	

	3/1
	T
	Higher Order Cognitive Learning; GROUP CASE 1 DUE*
	Chap. 6

	3/3
	H
	cont’d
	

	3/8
	T
	Motivation
	Chap. 7

	3/10
	H
	Individuals, Groups, Society
	Chap. 8

	3/15*
	T
	SPRING BREAK-no classes!
	

	3/17*
	H
	SPRING BREAK-no classes!
	

	3/22
	T
	Standardized Testing; GROUP CASE 2 DUE*
	Chap. 9

	3/24
	H
	cont’d
	

	3/29
	T
	Special Education
	Chap. 10

	3/31
	H
	EXCEPTIONALITIES PRESENTATIONS
	

	4/5
	T
	EXAM #2
	

	4/7
	H
	Exceptional Learning
	Chap. 11

	4/12
	T
	Constructivism/Student-Centered Approaches
	Chap. 12

	4/14
	H
	cont’d
	

	4/19*
	T
	G.R.E.A.T. DAY-no classes!
	

	4/21
	H
	Effective Learning Environments
	Chap. 13

	4/26
	T
	Instructional Planning
	Chap. 14

	4/28
	H
	cont’d
	

	5/3
	T
	Assessment; GROUP CASE #3 due by 11:55 PM
	Chap. 15

	5/5
	H
	EXAM #3; 7:00-9:30 PM
	


STUDENT STATEMENT:

I have read, understand and agree to comply with the terms set forth in this syllabus for the course PSYC 202 during the Spring, 2016 semester.

(Student Signature)

(Date)

Please sign and date this form, detach it from the syllabus and return it to me.
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