MUSIC 275 AMERICAN FOLK GUITAR II 
, Brodie  356 C 
GREENFIELD Welles 219  5273 or 5199  Office hours by  Appointment 
tag@geneseo.edu 


REQUIRED MATERIALS & TEXTS, ALL CLASSES 

· A six-string guitar acoustic guitar, steel or nylon strings, in reasonably playable condition 

· 1 or more flat picks 

· A set of spare strings 

· a capo (recommended but not required) 

Required Text. 

· Will Schmid, FINGER PICKING SOLOS METHOD Vol.1. Leonard  Publications:  Milwaukee, Wisc., 1981. (Not the same text as Music 175) Available at Buzzo's (Sundance "sub-contracts" these materials to Buzzo). 

· Handouts as we go. 

Grades:  75% weekly playing,  25% final exam


Instructional level. 
This course is intended for players with some background in acoustic and folk 
guitar. It is not necessary to have taken Music 175, but it is necessary for you to 
be able to play going in: 
  

· The principal folk, 1st position chords for the keys of G, C, D, Aand E with  ability to make one-beat changes from chord to chord. 

· The ability to maintain  a basic thumb/finger strum on beat (3/4 or 4/4) for  the duration of a single song. 

· Reasonable facility with the basic (P-I-M-A) right hand finger pattern and the  ability to sustain the pattern on-beat for an entire song, 1 beat  per stroke 


Outcomes for the Course. 
By the end of the course the successful student will be able to play all of the following while maintaining a steady rhythm: 

·  at least two songs in two different key with basic pinch/index pattern  melody  picking. 

· two songs with an accelerated, doubletime P-I-M-A pattern (two beats  per stroke) or other PIMA variations 

· one song using Travis picking 

· basic 12-bar blues chord structure in the key of G 

· a basic blues scale in G, C, and D 

· one song demonstrating a combination of two or more picking patterns. 

· one beat chord changes for relative minor chords in keys of G, C, D, A, and E 


NB: This syllabus represents an approximation of the course's content and 
schedule. Lectures, recordings, and presentations may also be introduced into 
the course as will guests and other performances. The instructor reserves the right to make reasonable alterations of the schedule and content of this syllabus and to announce  those changes in class. Students are responsible for fulfilling any new or revised requirements or  class obligations arising from those alterations. 

Week 1 
Course Introduction 
Review of chords, left hand technique 
Intro. to Pattern Picking 
pinch/index picking pattern (page 7) ,  introduce Let it Be  hand out 

Week 2 
Finish  Let it Be 
Begin Song of Joy (8)  pinch/index picking pattern 

Week 3 
Continue Song of Joy (8) 
Blues structure  Give Me One Reason 
PIMA  double time, variations 

Week 4 & 5 
Blues structure 
/Irene Goodnight 
"Delta Blues" 
  

Week 6 
Review
 Weeks 7 
Introduce Travis Picking 
"Skip to my Lou" 

Spring Break 
  

Week  8-10 
Mostly Travis Picking, 
Moving from "Skip to My Lou" to 
    "Freight Train" and/or "Streets of London" 

Week 11. 
 Travis Picking 

Week 12 - 13 
Introduce "Blackbird" 
  

Week  14 - 15 
Developing a repertoire: 

    Blackbird, Every Step You Take, Hotel California (pop/contemporary) 
    This Land is Your Land, My Creole Bell, We Shall Overcome (folk 'canon') 

Final Exam, by appointment May 

