ENGLISH 399 SHAW AND HIS CIRCLE

Group Directed Study  Spring 2006

Book list 

Shaw,  The Quintessence of Ibsenism

Shaw, Arms and the Man Dover Thrift 
Shaw,  Man and Superman and Three Other Plays   

Barnes and Noble Classics

Shaw, Pygmalion and Three Other Plays, 

Barnes and Noble classics

Joyce, Exiles. Dover

Wilde  Plays, Prose Writings and Poems, Everyman 

Maugham, The Constant Wife, Samuel French

Ibsen, Ghosts, An Enemy of the People (2), Dover Thrift

Pinero, Trewlany of the Winds, Samuel French

ERES, various

We will read about 16-18 plays with prefaces (Shaw wrote prefaces for almost all his places) for the semester and probably one or two prose pieces for each session. This is a bit  more reading than I might assign for  3-credits, two-three class meetings per week but there is decidedly less classroom “sitting” time.

We will meet usually about every two weeks – possibly once per week on occasion  to keep the schedule on track. I do not anticipate nor desire two or more group meetings in any week. No Quizzes or exams. 

30% of grade, 12-18 page research paper (no options out of this one). Includes 15-20 minute oral final presentation

30% Group Leadership session (1) with written summation

40% Respondent (2) and discussion when not responding.

(more or less 15, 15, 10)

Group Meetings

Monday, Jan 23. 

Readings 

· the Preface (not the play…yet)  to Heartbreak House (“Heartbreak House and Horseback Hall”), in Pygmalion and Three Other Plays, 477- 519 (the end note on page 649) 

· The Inca of Perusalem, a short Shaw play (there is such a thing, honest) I will have on ERES by early next week.

· Excerpts from “The Revolutionist’s Handbook

Monday, February 6.  Monica.  Shaw, Socialism, and Social Justice
· “Preface to Mrs. Warren’s Profession”
· Mrs. Warren’s Profession

· Preface to Major Barbara, pp 12-36

· Major Barbara
· “Letters to Louis Calvert on Playing Underschaft” Shaw On Theatre, 106-110
Monday, February 20.  TBA

Shaw and Ibsen

Ibsen, Ghosts

Ibsen, An Enemy of the People

Shaw, The Quintessence of Ibsenism, F 

“How to Lecture on Ibsen” from Shaw on Theatre pp 53-58

Monday, March 6 and 20  Shaw and Wilde...2 presentations, 2 sessions. Readings spread over two session periods. 3 or 4 respondents. We will need to divvy all this up but first I want to see who is interested in this area.

Shaw and Wilde: Comedy and Socialism

Wilde, Ideal Husband, Woman of No Importance, 

Shaw, Arms and the Man, Devil’s Disciple, Pygmalion

Shaw, “on Being a Lady in High Comedy,” Shaw on Theatre, 80

Shaw’s preface to a major biography on Wilde (on ERES)

Wilde, “The Soul of Man Under Socialism”

Monday, March 20  Shaw and Wilde II   and   Shaw and Music  Sarah

Continued, plus Presentation on Shaw and Music (Sara, a double English and Music major, has asked to do this.) Respondent optional. There will be some handout and/or ERES readings for music, TBA. 

Monday April 10

Shaw and Irish Nationalism.

Shaw, John Bull’s Other Islands (On Reserve) with Preface

Joyce, The Exiles
McDiarmid, Lucy. “Augusta Gregory, Bernard Shaw, and the Shewing-Up of Dublin  Castle.  PMLA.  109:1 (Jan., 1994), pp. 26-44. 
Monday April 17

Shaw and Women

 Pygmalion – Preface not required by recommended; it has little to do with women.

 Candida – Preface not required but recommended; it has little to do with women.

Man and Superman incl preface. (This is the longest and, I think, most difficult of the readings for the class.)

 “The Womanly Woman” from Quintessence of Ibsenism

Monday May 1

Shaw’s Circle and Influence

Maugham, The Constant Wife, Samuel French

Pinero, Trewlany of the Winds, Samuel French

Shaw, “Theatre Reviews Then and Now.” Shaw on Theatre, 169-174

John Gassner, “Bernard Shaw and the Making of the Modern Mind.” College English 23:7 (April 1962), 517-525. 

Final session TBA Paper Presentations.

