English 239 American Drama, 1950-1980

Spring 2005

INSTRUCTOR:  THOMAS A. GREENFIELD Office:  Wells 219

MWF 12:30 WELLS 24




Telephone:  245-5199

 tag@geneseo.eud                          
        Office Hours:   MW 2:30-3:20






          (and by appointment)

Texts

Edward Albee, The Zoo Story  and The Sandbox

Edward Albee, Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf

Sam Shepard, Seven Plays Bantam

David Mamet, Sexual Perversity in Chicago and the Duck 


Variations: Two Plays      Grove Press.

Marsha Norman, Four Plays  Theater Communications Group
McNamara, Plays from the Contemporary American Theater
Electronic Reserve readings (ERES) and handouts as assigned

Class Preparation

All reading assignments (including reserve readings) are to be completed in their entirety prior to the date on which they appear on the course  calendar (attached).  Students are expected to have prepared material so that, at a minimum, they are capable of:

a) describing the major and minor plotlines, characters, theme(s), etc. of plays as well as  the major points of argument in critical and theoretical essays;

b) drawing fundamental comparisons and contrasts between/among assigned plays and playwrights
c) rendering appropriate applications of assigned critical and theorectical readings to assigned plays;
d) indentifying the title, date, author  of plays and critical/theoretical essays:
e) passing a quiz(usually 60%) on a, b, c, and d.
Grades

Grading is based on the A thru E, plus/minus system as described in the College Bulletin.  Grades will be computed as follows:


Paper  #1 March 7

25%


Preparation Grade (quizzes, participation, and


                 decorum)

25%*


Paper #2     May 7

25%


Final Exam May 11

25%



100% 

*A minimum of C is required in the Preparation grade as a sine qua non for final grades of B or higher.

In rare instances, the instructor may evaluate a work as “satisfactorally completed,” in which case a student will be given credit but no grade for the work. No grading penalty accrues to the student in such instances.

Paper Format

Unless otherwise specified, papers are to be word-processed in a letter-quality font on 81/2” x 11” white, quality (20 lb. bond minimum) paper.  Place your name, date, campus address, phone number and English 386 in the upper right-hand corner.  Staple the paper in the upper left-hand corner.  Please do not:  a) use a title page;  b) include an outline;  c) put the paper in a cover;  d) paper clip or “dog ear” the paper.

Documentation
Unless otherwise noted, Modern Language Association guidelines apply in the preparation of assigned papers.

Paper Submissions
Unless otherwise specified, papers (including take-home exam if any) are to be submitted in class on the due date by the author.  This is the only “approved” method of submitting a paper.  Students submitting papers by proxy, through mail or email, to work study students or secretaries, etc. do so at their own risk. Papers submitted in any manner other than that which is prescribed (other than by exceptions granted in advance by the instructors) may be designated as late or not-handed-in at the discretion of the instructor.  All students submitting papers are advised to keep a second or back-up copy.  Students who submit papers by means other than the “approved” method assume full responsibility for loss or misplacement of the paper and must produce a duplicat upon request. 

Late Papers

Extensions must be requested at least 48 hours in advance of paper deadlines and are granted or denied by the instructor on a case by case basis.  Among the factors considered in the instructor’s decision are:  reason for extension, length of extension, student’s class attendance (and/or promptness) , and overall performance in class.  


Penalties for late papers: 1-4 school days (M-F) = 1 letter grade penalty


                                         5 or more class days = F for paper

Unless the instructor otherwise grants permission, late papers must be handed to the instructor during a subsequent class period otherwise they are subject to not being credited and graded F.

Quizzes

Quizzes are unannounced and cannot be made up even if students miss them for valid reasons.  (They are a given to assess daily preparation of material and, therefore, make-up quizzes serve no purpose.). Students missing a quiz for a valid reason (see below under attendance) receive “Credit” for that quiz.   There are two types of quizzes.

· Preparation quizzes – test students’ basic knowledge and retention of daily assigned reading and/or recent class discussion and lecture. These quizzes are graded A-E and are recorded as part of the preparation grade.

· Paramutual quizzes – reward punctuality and attendance. These are graded Credit or E. The E counts as an E in a Preparation quiz.

Attendance
Attendance may be taken as part of the course history. Although no final grade penalty is assessed for a fixed number of absences per se, attendance is a factor in your overall “Preparation” grade (25% of the final grade) with respect to quizzes and class discussion, granting requests for work extensions,* forgiveness and penalties for late or missed work, resolution of “borderline” grades, forgiveness of  course problems arising from human error and the vicissitudes of life, to say nothing of the overall cheerful disposition of the instructor, etc.  In other words, show up!

*The only 100% valid excuses for missing coursework (including regularly scheduled class meetings) with no penalty and/ or extensions and make-up opportunities are religious holidays (per state law) and military service (documented).  In almost all cases, I will also excuse documented illness, serious illness or death of immediate family, and selected approved off-campus, college-sponsored events (e.g., intercollegeiate athletics ‘away’ events, model UN conference) if overall class preparation and attendance are fully satisfactory (applicable or reversible retroactively as necessary).   Seniors anticipating graduate school interviews, internships,  or job interviews must produce documentation of same and, as above, are excused without penalty if overall class preparation and attendance are fully satisfactory (applicable or reversible retroactively as necessary).

 Late arrivals, although sometimes unavoidable, are invariably inconvenient and potentially disruptive.  If you must be late, please enter quietly and without ceremony.

Note

The syllabus and calendar of reading material represent the instructor’s best estimate of the structure of the course.  The instructor reserves the right to modify syllabus and assignments.  Changes in the syllabus will be announced in class and emailed to students.  Students are responsible for such changes.

