ENGL 239 AMERICAN SOCIAL DRAMA
Fall 07
 

INSTRUCTOR: THOMAS A. GREENFIELD
          Office:  Welles 219

MW  5:00-6:15  Welles 24 

                            Telephone:  245-5199
 tag@geneseo.edu
      Office Hours:  M 2-2:50; T 3-3:45









              (and by appointment)

Texts & Readings (Required)

Mann, Roessel (PS) Political  Stages. Applause Books.
Sullivan & Hatch (SH), Plays by and About Women. Vintage.
McNamara (Mc)  Plays from the Contemporary American Theatre. Signet.

Arthur Miller,  The Crucible. Dramatists.
_________, Incident at Vichy, Dramatists. 

Clifford Odets, Waiting for Lefty and Other Plays. Grove.
Elmer Rice, Three Plays.  Hill and Wang.

Edward Albee, Zoo Story and The Sandbox. Dramatists.

Lorraine Hansberry, Raisin in the Sun.

Kushner, Angels in America. Theatre Communications.
Web Resources

Purdue online MLA Guide http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_mla.html
Class Preparation

All reading assignments (including reserve readings) are to be completed in their entirety prior to the date on which they appear on the course  calendar (attached).  Students are expected to have prepared material so that, at a minimum, they are capable of

a)  drawing fundamental comparisons and contrasts between/among assigned plays;
b)  rendering appropriate applications of assigned critical and theorectical readings to assigned plays;
c)  indentifying the title, date, author of plays and critical/theoretical essays:
d)  passing a quiz on a, b, and c (usually 60% or higher)
Grades

Grading is based on the A thru E, plus/minus system as described in the College Bulletin.  Grades will be computed as follows:

 


      Due


1. Paper #1 
  10%   
M. Sept. 24


2.  Mid Term Exam
  20%   
W. Oct. 3


3.Prospectus for Paper #2
   0%    
M. Nov 19, S/U Grade



   (U=one full grade penalty on Paper #2)

            4. Paper #2
   30%   
M.  Dec 12

            5. Final Exam  
   20%  
M. Dec 17

            6. Preparation Grade (Quizzes, Partic., 20%
           xxx

                  Decorum, etc.)

               Total
 100%*

Quizzes are unannounced and cannot be made up. (They reflect daily preparation so make ups are pointless.) Students missing quizzes may “make up” any loss and more with active, consistent, informed class participation on readings and related issues. There are two types of quizzes a) substantive quizzes (graded A-F) covering readings for the day and/or recent (within the last two class periods) lecture and discussion periods and b) “community” quizzes (graded P/F), which are usually one or two questions and given for the purpose of informing people who are not in class (and, therefore, getting an F) how much I miss them.  Occasionally there might be a group discussion with “product,” for which a grade of P/F for participation may be issued.

Paper Format

Unless otherwise specified, papers are to be word-processed in a letter-quality font on 81/2” x 11” white, quality (20 lb. bond minimum) paper.  Place your name, date, campus address, phone number and INTD 105 in the upper right-hand corner.  Staple the paper in the upper left-hand corner.  Please do not:  a) use a title page;  b) include an outline;  c) put the paper in a cover;  d) paper clip or “dog ear” the paper.

Documentation
Unless otherwise noted, Modern Language Association guidelines apply in the preparation of assigned papers. See Purdue online MLA Guide http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_mla.html
Paper Submissions
Unless otherwise specified, papers are to be submitted in class on the due date by the author.  This is the only “approved” method of submitting a paper.  Students submitting papers by proxy, through mail or email, via office drop offs, to work study students or secretaries, etc. do so at their own risk. All such papers are late and are subject to the class late paper policy.   All students submitting papers are advised to keep a second or back-up copy.  Students who submit papers by means other than the “approved” method assume full responsibility for loss or misplacement of the paper and must produce a duplicat upon request. 

Late Papers

Extensions must be requested at least 48 hours in advance of paper deadlines and are granted or denied by the instructor on a case by case basis.  Among the factors considered in the instructor’s decision are:  reason for extension, length of extension, student’s attendance (and/or promptness) record, and overall performance in class.  

Penalties for unexcused  late papers:1-4 school days (M-F) = 1 letter grade penalty


                                               5 or more school days = F for paper

Late papers if accepted and/or submitted within the penalty “window” are generally not returned as promptly as papers handed in on time and, in general, do not receive as much commentary and critique.

Attendance and Decorum
Attendance may be taken as part of the course history. Although no final grade penalty is assessed for absences per se, attendance is  a factor in requests for extensions, reconcilation of borderline grades, leniency in errors made in completing assignments, limited forgiveness of misfortune that accompanies the vicissitudes of life, to say nothing of the overall cheerful disposition of the instructor, etc.  In other words, show up. Late arrivals, although sometimes unavoidable, are invariably inconvenient and potentially disruptive.  If you must be late, please enter quietly and without ceremony.  

Early Departure/Late Arrival.  No other professor, club advisor, or activity supervisor may mandate or require you to miss a professor’s  class session, leave a class early, or enter a class late for an out-of-class of class activity.  If anyone says you are required to attend  a session at the same time as one of my class periods please will inform me of that fact as soon as it happens. You will not be excused from or permitted to make up any work missed for some other professor’s “required” activity without my advance (i.e., not the same day) approval.  I tend not to give permission and am generally inclined to inform the other professor or activity advisor that he/she may not mandate a student’s absence (including late entry or early departure) from a scheduled class.

It’s for Me! If your cell phone rings audibly in class, it’s for me. The “callee,” at his or her discretion, will either give me the phone immediately to answer or be given the equivalent of a failing grade for one quiz.  (Exceptions will be made for military, government, or certified emergency personell on call; please identify yourselves as such with documentation by the end of the first full week of class.)

“Is it ok if I take the final exam/essay early...or get a make-up?” The Answer is No.... Missed work. Unless otherwise noted or announced, examinations and/or deadlines are firm on the appointed date and time and that date/time only. No make ups (and NEVER early exams)  for any reason other than serious illness or serious psychological or emotional trauma (documented) to  the student or immediate family or emergency; or student service for  medical, military service, or other government or reputable agency emergency service (again, documented.)  Personal religious observances are protected by state law, so they are de facto legitimate reasons for missing any academic work without penalty. Rides home, weddings, family graduations, summer employment, sick neighbors,  disabled girl/boyfriends etc. are  generally not acceptable excuses for missing a deadline or exam without penalty. Please do not embarrass either of us by asking to be excused for anything other than dire, documentable emergencies and/or threats to physical and psychological health of yourself and immediate family – pretty much parents, siblings, and grandparents. (Note: In some circumstances, College sponsored activities may be acceptable by request of the College administration, depending on the nature of the event.)

Note: The syllabus and calendar of reading material represent the instructor’s best estimate of the structure of the course.  The instructor reserves the right to modify syllabus and assignments.  Changes in the syllabus will be announced in class.  Students are responsible for such changes.















