English 399

Group Directed Study.   Arthur Miller and the American Social Drama.

T. Greenfield, Professor of English

Wells 219, xt 5273, tag@geneseo.edu

Class Meetings Location: Milne 105 basement.

Office Hrs.  MW 2:30 and by appointment.

Grades:  

· 30%  Major Presentation (incl. Preliminary meeting and/or email

correspondence)

· 30% Research paper  (including adv. Prospectus [1-2 pages]

· 10% oral presentation of  research paper

· 20%,  Class Participation  (all oral)

· 10% Respondent presentation (including submitted outline/notes/presentation)

Class Meetings.

Sunday, Jan 23   7:00 (Room probably Milne 105 seminar room).

Opening session -- no student presentations Readings: Essays: Kozlenko, Intro to Social Plays, Arthur Miller, “On Social Plays.”  Formal introduction and background talk. Please note points of comparison and contrast between the two essays.

----------------------------------------------------------

Tuesday Feb 8   1. Jodi presenting.  Clifford Odets and Miller.  Readings: Plays  Odets ,Awake and Sing and Miller, All My Sons. Essay

Clurman, “The Fervent Years.” Miller, “The Nature of Tragedy.”

Respondent: Monica. Suggested Respondent Topic : The European legacy of social realism: Ibsen, Shaw, etc. or other. Alt, the essays.

Sunday  Feb 20 

Sarah presenting .American Radical/Experimental Theater Form. Plays: Odets, Waiting for Lefty and Rice, The Adding Machine (Reference also 

"Dream and flashback in Death of a Salesman) Essays, Greenfield “Toil and Trouble,” and alt. Levine.

Greg,  Responding. Suggested Respondent Topic: European Expressionist Drama in America, Brechtian influence, O’Neill’s Hairy Ape and Emperor Jones.

Video: Elmer Rice, Street Scene
-------------------------------------------------------------

Sunday,  March  6 or Tuesday March 8   

Rob Presenting.  The American Melting Pot:  Rice, Street Scene and Miller,  American Clock Essay. Essay: Greenfield “Work and the Work Ethic in American Drama.” 

Abby Responding. Responding. Suggested Respondent Topic: Immigration Assimilation theory: Anglo-Conformism, Melting Pot, Cultural Pluralism, Diversity.

Video, either Miller, Broken Glass or Hellman, Watch on the Rhine.

------------------------------------------------------------

Tuesday, March 22

4 & 5 Jenna and Katie Co-Presenting.  Miller and Lillian Hellman (WWII)  Miller Broken Glass, 

Incident at Vichy. Hellman,  Watch on the Rhine, Short play on reserve. Film: Casablanca. Essay, Evans/Miller,  “The Writer and Society.”

 Essays, Miller and Social Commitment. 

Jodi Responding

Suggested Respondent Topic: American Theater and World War II overview.

Sunday April 3

6. Monica presenting. African-American Drama Resurgence. Miller,  Death of a Salesman

  Hansbury, Raisin in the Sun. ERES Baraka, Dutchman. Essay or other reading TBA. 

Katie Responding Suggested respondent topic:  Imamu Baraka blows up America

7. Greg presenting.  McCarthyism, American Taboos and the American playwright. Miller, The Crucible.  Hellman, The Children’s Hour.  Essay, Miller “Tragedy and the Common Man.”
Jenna Responding Suggested Respondent topic: Broadway, Hollywood and HUAC (House UnAmerican Activities Committee)

Sunday April 10 or Tuesday  April 12  

8. Abby presenting. Death of a Salesman and its Miller's Later works. Miller, Death of a Salesman, The Price and The Last Yankee  Essay, Miller, “The Contemporary Theater.

Sarah, Rob  Responding. Respondent: Problems in assessing Miller’s career, stature, importance.

Finish up, or video TBA

Sunday April 17 or Tuesday April 19th. if needed for make up, catch up, or we all might do a Miller and Marilyn Monroe discussion (Miller, After the Fall). Essay, Miller, The Contemporary Theater.

Final presentations/Exam Dinner, TBA Subject to modifications as needed.

Arthur Miller, Viking Portable Arthur Miller

Arthur Miller, All My Sons

Arthur Miller, The Price

Arthur Miller, A View From the Bridge

Lillian Hellman, Six Plays by Lillian Hellman

Clifford Odets, Waiting for Lefty and Other Plays

Elmer Rice, Three Plays by Elmer Rice

“English 399 Supplementary Readings”

