MUSIC 175  AMERICAN FOLK GUITAR FALL 

GREENFIELD  ERWIN 106 (5541) BY APT.  TH aft





tag@geneseo.edu “

REQUIRED MATERIALS & TEXTS, ALL CLASSES

A six-string guitar acoustic guitar, steel or nylon strings, in reasonably playable 

condition “

1 set of spare strings “

1 or more flat picks “

a capo (recommended but not required) “

Required Text. 

TBA

Handouts as we go. “

Instructional level.

[This course is intended for players with NO BACKGROUND IN GUITAR.  If you can already meet  “

\one half or more  of the goals listed below, you should not be in this course.  Please drop. “

Purpose and Expectations.`“

The primary purpose of the course is to introduce students to basic techniques and fundamentals ]of American Folk Guitar playing, including strumming techniques , elementary finger picking, hord progressions in common folk music keys, facility with chord changes, elementary embellishments (hammer-on, bass run), and a repertoire of important and/or familiar [American folk songs.  Inasmuch as folk guitar methods were developed as self-accompaniment @“recreational (i.e., non-professional) singing, mastery of most, if not all of the guitar  \techniques will be assessed in terms of their application to informal singing accompaniment. “

A secondary purpose

 of this course is to introduce students to some history and theory of 

American folk guitar music, including some elementary music theory as it pertains to folk 

music,  definitions and historical background of various folk idioms (blues, European ballads,spirituals, old time dance music, country & western [not to be confused with commercial  “country music, although they are related], and trends in contemporary folk and acoustic music. “

Goals`

By the end of the course the successful student will be able to do all of the following: “

1) Play and maintain a guitar for playing (tuning, stringing, etc.). “

2) Have a performing repertoire of at least eight commonly known folk songs “

3) Demonstrate competence (defined below) in the following right hand techniques

a)thumb strum “

*
b) thumb/finger strum (down and down/up) “

-
c) thumb/finger strum with alternating bass “


d) a, b, c, above (or equivalent) with a flat pick “

e) elementary fingerpicking “

?4) Demonstrate competence in the following left-hand techniques

         a) on-beat chord change facility for all primary and some secondary chords in 
 “
the keys of G, C, D, A, and E “

b)selected bass runs “

) hammering on “

_5) Demonstrate elementary knowledge of terms, ideas and concepts identified with the evolution  “of folk music in the United States. “

Measures of Competence@“

Steady rhythm, "clean" notes and chords, on-beat chord changes, and good melding of vocal  expression and guitar playing are the measures of competence for each element learned and for ]the course in general.  Quality of singing voice, ability to carry a tune (or lack thereof)  blinding finger speed, and stage charisma (or lack thereof) are of no importance in the  valuation of students for this course. “

Grading.`“

Weekly playing  80%  Effort and improvement 20%

This syllabus represents an approximation of the course's content and schedule. Lectures, 

recordings, and presentations may also be introduced into the course as will guests and other performances.  The instructor reserves the right to make reasonable alterations of the schedule  cand content of this syllabus and to announce those changes in class.  Students are responsible for  “

fulfilling any new or revised requirements or class obligations arising from those alterations.`

Weekly Assignments TBA (Text book out of print; Notified Aug 17).

