Unwanted Message Video Transcript
Scene 1: The Title Card
[Setting: A black screen with stark white text.]
(Tense ambient music begins playing)
Title Screen: Unwanted Message
(A phone notification chime dings loudly at 00:04)
Scene 2: The Morning Wake-Up Call
[Setting: A dimly lit college dorm room.]
[00:05] A close-up shot of an iPhone lying on a white nightstand. The screen is heavily cracked, glowing with the time 7:45. A banner notification pops up across the lock screen:
Mom now > iMessage
[00:06] A hand quickly reaches into the frame, grabs the phone, and lifts it out of view.
[00:08] Cut to a young woman (Michaela Hardies) lying in bed tucked under floral-patterned sheets. She opens her eyes groggily, looking deeply annoyed by the early message. She checks the screen, shifts her weight, and sits up to put the phone down, rubbing her eyes in frustration.
Scene 3: Doing Chores
[Setting: The dorm room, later that morning.]
[00:13] The camera rests on a low angle at floor level. The young woman’s feet, wearing white socks, swing off the edge of the mattress and land on a pink patterned rug. She stands up and steps past a pair of white slippers.
[00:16] Cut to a wider angle of the room. The young woman enters from the left side of the frame, walks over to a dresser stacked with a large pile of freshly folded laundry, picks up the stack, and walks out of the room through an open doorway.
Scene 4: Headed Out
[Setting: An apartment or suite hallway.]
[00:24] The young woman, now dressed for the day in a brown jacket, jeans, and glasses, walks out of a room into a hallway decorated with string lights. She grabs her pink purse off a small hook on the wall, loops it over her shoulder, opens the front apartment door, and steps out, closing it firmly behind her.
Scene 5: Distracted Driving
[Setting: Inside a Ford Escape vehicle parked on a wooded road.]
[00:36] The young woman is sitting in the driver's seat. She starts the car, puts her hands on the steering wheel, and adjusts her posture as she gets ready to drive.
[00:45] (The phone dings loudly with another text notification)
[00:46] She looks down toward the center console where her phone is placed. Visibly distracted and stressed by the incoming messages, she lifts her hands from the steering wheel and rests her forehead heavily against it, taking a moment to breathe through her exasperation.
[01:04] She sits back up, grabs her phone from the console to check the screen one more time, tosses it back down, and firmly puts both hands back on the steering wheel to focus on driving.
Scene 6: Returning Home
[Setting: The apartment hallway and living room.]
[01:12] A low-angle shot tracking the front door. The door opens, and the young woman walks inside, carrying her keys and a small pink pouch. She sets her things down.
[01:15] The camera cuts to a wide shot of her living room, tracking her from behind. She walks past a white storage cabinet, across the tiled floor, and heads directly toward a large grey sectional couch filled with plush stuffed animals. She collapses onto the couch face-down, burying her head in her hands in sheer exhaustion.
Scene 7: The Final Intrusion
[Setting: The living room couch / Bed.]
[01:26] (The phone begins vibrating continuously on a hard surface)
[01:27] She lifts her head out of her hands, her hair messy, looking toward the source of the noise. She reaches out and picks up her phone from the coffee table.
[01:30] Close-up shot of the phone screen resting on a pink runner. The screen displays an incoming FaceTime call from "Mom." [01:32] A hand picks the phone up off the table. Cut to a close-up profile of the young woman holding the phone. She looks down at the screen, which shows a live video preview of her mother waiting for her to pick up. She lets out a small sigh, completely overwhelmed, and presses a button on the side of the phone to silence it before setting it down face-down on her desk.
[01:50] Cut back to her bedroom. The young woman is back in bed, fully clothed under a thick grey blanket. She stares blankly at her phone screen, illuminated by its glow in the dark room, processing the relentless notifications before finally closing her eyes to try and shut out the world.
Scene 8: Credits
[Screen fades to black with white text]
· Written by: Annabella Bushnell and Michaela Hardies
· Starring: Michaela Hardies
· Directed by: Annabella Bushnell
· Elements Used: #GroundView, #GrandEntrance, #SoDramatic
