Communication 105

Spring 2002


Introduction to Journalism

PRIVATE
Instructor:
Room and time:
Phone: 
James Bennett
Blake B 208 M 
4:00-6:30 
245-5415
Office Hours 

email:
Blake B 201, W 5:30-6:30pm

Thursday, 5:15-6:15

bennett@geneseo.edu

Suggested materials and arrangements

· The Associated Press Stylebook, Norm Goldstein, editor.

· News Reporting and Writing, latest edition, The Missouri Group.

· Subscription to The New Yorker, or Esquire.
· Subscription to New York Times web edition

· Copies of daily papers upon request.

Course Description

This course is intended for students who are interested in exploring the broad field of journalism. As a class, we will discover a working definition of journalism as we explore the parts that make up the whole.  Journalism is partly a field of inquiry, partly of exposition.  Students will learn the basic mechanics of journalism: the structure of stories, and the structure of the news business.  Moreover, students will discuss the philosophies that are collected into the field called Journalism as they compare the various media outlets, target audiences, and methods used by today’s journalist.  At the end of the course, students will be able to:

· Write a basic news story under deadline pressure, conforming with A.P. style guides

· Gather and organize information from a variety of sources, including interviews.

· Synthesize that information into articles that express a fresh view of events

· Discuss the professional ethics of journalism and the role of newsmakers in contemporary society

· Evaluate news outlets and specific news stories based on core values developed in class

· Write an evaluative essay measuring the merits of a locally produced investigative report.

· Write a Feature or an Investigative Report on an issue of significant controversy or complexity.

· Write an explanatory essay exploring the role of political affiliation on the perception of bias


Course Policies

Attendance: Attend all class sessions.  Tardiness is inexcusable in a journalist.  I do take attendance at the beginning of class.  More than three absences will necessitate a meeting with me to discuss your continued participation in the class.  

Late Papers  are not accepted for any reason.  You will have ample time to submit work.  One grade of 0% will not effect your grade much if you normally submit excellent work.  "C" students with more than one late (grade 0%) assignment  should consider withdrawing form the course.  I do not give make up quizzes or extra credit.  This is a very busy semester for all of us.  Efficient use of time is essential for success.

Plagiarism is more than copying.  It is using the words and/or thoughts of another without giving credit to the source.  Plagiarism is a particularly odious offense resulting in a failing grade for the course.  Be familiar with the college policy.

All papers written for the course must be written exclusively for this course.  Students must keep electronic and print copies of every formal writing assignment: including notes, drafts, and peer review sheets.  Formal essays must be saved on disks (or your server space) with each version saved as a separate file.  Essays must be submitted in print form and electronically.  All digital essays may be run through a batch program to check for plagiarism, spelling errors, and grammatical errors.  Papers flagged by Word will not be graded unless you include an explanation why you ignored the spelling and grammar suggestions of Microsoft.

Workshops are an essential part of this class.  You will be expected to use the attached rubric to assess the writing of your peers in the class.  While respectful treatment of each other is always expected, critics must focus on areas of weakness in order to improve writing performance.  If you are not comfortable with professional criticism, you should consider taking an alternate section of journalism.

Evaluation Procedures

Please proofread all material prior to submitting it to peers or to the instructor.  Use the attached rubric as a guide.  Excellence may not be the norm in contemporary writing, but mastery of the language is expected in this class.  Do not submit work with simple and egregious errors in spelling, sentence structure, or usage.  (See note re: spell check above)

Coursework includes a number of short writing assignments on a variety of topics dealing with current events, themes, or controversies.  These assignments will be submitted in the form of e-mail to the professor.  Expect to write one each week.  Grades for this correspondence will be averaged in with quiz grades to make up 20% of the grade.  An additional 20% will come from your final.  Class participation will be measured to determine your grade should your grade fall between two letter grades at the end of the course.  Grade weights are further delineated below:

Quizzes/Classwork
Unannounced quizzes on material from text, The New Yorker or class discussion.  Current event questions are also frequently included.  Minor summaries and analysis papers or discussion as assigned.
20%

Interview 

Beat

Opinion


Three 500-word news stories conforming to specific story formats covered in class notes.  
30%

News Analysis
Interview local newsmakers to discover the process, obstacles, and turning points they encountered in any significant investigative report they authored.  Write a 1000 word essay assessing the relevance, impact, or effectiveness of the report.


20%

Investigative Report/Feature
1500 word news story following style and form of the “Investigative Report” as covered in class.


15%

Final Exam
Throughout the semester, you will be asked to monitor news coverage of an issue, a person, a people, a nation, a religion…

Collaborating with a partner, you will be asked to compare coverage from news outlet with apparently opposing political bias.  Taking notes from a variety of articles, discussing the rhetoric and the content of the articles with a partner, and comparing both outlets with The New Yorker, will provide material for the oral presentation of bias and the in class essay assigned as the final exam.
15%

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

Week 1
The Nature of News
Reporters Tools

August 26, 2002
Syllabus, Introductions
Objectivity, fairness, accuracy and bias.


Niche website exploration and analysis
Chapters 1-6 Assigned


Interviews, quotes, sources

Week 2
Storytelling
Traditional Forms and Styles

September 02
Chapters 6-9
Pyramids inverted and otherwise


Interesting the reader


Triangle Shirt et al.  Style examples
Select “Bias” news source

Week 3
Basic Stories
Chapters 10-13

September 09
Obits, Releases, Speeches, victim
Draft of Interview Article Due


Peer edit revised papers, AP Introduction 
Annotated Article One Due


Events, Chapters 13 and 14

Week 4
Beat Reporting
Chapters 14-16

September 16
Proof and Submit Interview Final, 
Local Beats, Business, Sports


Annotated Article Two

Week 5
Specialized Techniques
Chapter 17

September 23
Social Science Reporting,
Draft of Beat Article Due


Peer Edit Revised Papers, 
Annotated Article Three


Feature Exemplars 
Pulitzer Reports

Week 6
Investigative Reports
Chapter 18

September 30
Proof and Submit Beat Article.

Identify article(s) for news analysis,
Pulitzer Investigations


Research and Conference
Annotated Article Four


Preliminary interview questions and notes 
Summary notes of investigative report, 

Week 7
News Analysis
Specialized Writing

October 07
Draft of News Analysis Due,
Peer edit and revision


Feature Investigative Report Proposal due
Research and conference

~~~Fall Break~~~

Week 8
Specialized Writing Proposal

October 21
Proof and submit News Analysis 
In class analysis of feature New Yorker Article


Annotated Article Five
Writers' Workshop

Week 9
Writing for Special Media
Chapters 19-20

October 28
Radio and TV, Online media
Annotated Article Five

Week 10
Rights and Responsibilities
Chapters 21-23

November 04
Ethics, Public Relations, and the Law 


Writing Workshops and Conferences
Annotated Article Six

Week 11
Bias and Language

November 11
Rough draft of Feature/Investigative Report Due
Peer Review, 
Annotated Article Seven

Week 12
Opinion, Editorial, and Commentary

November 18
 Feature/Investigative Report Due.  Bias conference


A Modest Proposal, In class analysis


Editorial Website and article assessments

Week 13
Editorial Analysis

November 25
In class analysis of variety of opinion articles


Draft of Editorial, peer review

Week 14
Condense and Summarize

December 02
Editorial/Opinion Due


Precis notes and paraphrases


Draft of Final analysis of bias

Week 15
 Presentation of Bias Perceptions

December 09
Oral Presentation of bias

Final Exam 
Possibly Friday, December 13, 2002


Generic Rubric for Scoring Writing


100
90
80
70
60



Outstanding
Very Good
Acceptable
Poor
Unacceptable

Meaning The extent to which the writer demonstrates understanding of the theme by defining a clear controlling idea.
The writer shows originality of thought in writing an insightful thesis bringing the reader a new view of the material at hand.
The writer composes a clear and direct thesis, which becomes the controlling idea of the paper.  Some originality of thought is evident.


The writer composes a clear and direct thesis, which becomes the controlling idea of the paper.
The thesis is vague, too broad, or narrow, or unsupportable.  No controlling idea is evident. 
No thesis, or too muddied to be understood.

Development The extent to which the writer uses supportive material and appropriate arguments to develop the thesis.
Arguments are thought provoking and insightful.  A variety of supportive evidence is used to defend and expand the position.
Arguments are interesting and appropriate.  Abundant supportive evidence is used to firmly defend position.


Arguments are clear and appropriate.  Sufficient supportive evidence is used to defend position.
Arguments are unclear or inappropriate.  Insufficient supportive evidence is used to defend position.
Thesis is not developed.  Only tangential references to controlling idea.

Organization The extent to which the author maintains a clear and logical focus in developing his theme.
Solid construction of arguments that flow from beginning to end with coherently creative transitions and proper emphasis.
Careful construction of sentences and paragraphs.  Interesting transitions between paragraphs.  Thoughtful arrangement of ideas.


Structure of paragraphs and sentences is logical and coherent.  Arguments build around the controlling idea.  
Structure of paragraphs or sentences lack logic or coherence.  Lack of focus hinders conveyance of purpose to the reader.
No controlling idea in either theme or individual paragraphs.   

Language The extent to which the author uses effective words, phrases, and sentences to control tone and emphasis. 
Appropriate tone and emphasis established through interesting use of effective words and phrases.  Extensive sentence variety and excellent word choice.
Appropriate tone and emphasis established through effective use of interesting words and phrases.  Some sentence variety and good word choice.
Tone and emphasis are appropriate to the topic.  Little variety of sentence length or style.  Simple vocabulary. 


Tone or emphasis is inappropriate to the topic or audience.  Demonstrates little knowledge of sentence variety.
No tone or emphasis apparent.  No writer’s voice discernable.  Sentences lack variety or coherence.

Conventions The extent to which the writer masters rules of usage, grammar, spelling, and syntax.
Exhibits no errors in spelling, grammar, or punctuation.  


Exhibits errors in spelling, grammar, or punctuation only when attempting advanced or complex sentence structure.


Exhibits only minor errors in spelling, grammar, or punctuation that do not hinder comprehension.  


Exhibits errors in spelling, grammar, or punctuation that hinder comprehension.  


Shows little or no control of conventions.

Papers are graded holistically, that is, a point value is determined for each category (meaning, development, organization, language, and conventions) and the points are roughly averaged together.  

However, conventions, being the simplest to correct, have a gatekeeper function.  You can receive a grade only one column higher than your conventions grade.  If all categories are “Outstanding” but your conventions score is only “Poor” you will receive only a grade of “Acceptable” for the paper.  
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