GEOG 330
CULTURAL GEOGRAPHY

Fall 2009
Wednesday 3:30-6:00pm, Fraser 103
Instructor: David Robertson

Office: Fraser 105D. Office Hours: TR 11:30-12:45or appointment 

Phone: 245-5461. E-mail: robertsd@geneseo.edu
COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is designed as a survey of critical developments, debates and empirical research in cultural geography.  A sub-field of human geography, cultural geography focuses on the impact of human culture, both material and non-material, on the natural environment and the human organization of space.  We will cover three main themes: Culture Regions; Landscape; and Place. For each, we will employ a theory-and-example, or theory-and-application approach that explores each theme’s theoretical context followed by an example of empirical research.  A seminar-style course, students engage in critical discussion and written reflection of selected readings, deliver brief presentations, and conduct original research.  
INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Students will:

· become familiar with the evolution of cultural geography themes, methods, and theories.
· become familiar with empirical research in cultural geography 

· develop writing, discussion, and research skills. 
· gain a better understanding of the breadth of the geography discipline

THE SEMINAR FORMAT

As a seminar-style course, this class will be different from most courses you have taken.  My goal is to move you from the position of a more or less passive learner—learning about geography by sitting back and listening to your professor—to that of an active learner—learning about geography by engaging the discipline directly and on your own terms.  

What does this mean?  It means that lecturing will be kept to a minimum.  Instead, by completing readings and assignments, and by being prepared for informed discussion, you will be participating in the instruction of this class.  As well, this course provides you with the opportunity to explore areas of the discipline that are of most interest to you.  The trade-off for this freedom is that you will be putting on the teacher hat and sharing what you are learning with your classmates.     

Seminar learning experiences require a dedication on your part to participation and preparedness.  You will find this class less rewarding, and you will do poorly, if you are unwilling or unable to attend and be an active participant.  I will do my best not to overload you with material, but you should be willing to dedicate significant outside class time per week to this course.  Please contact me immediately if you miss a lecture.  If you miss class due to illness, a note from your physician is required to excuse your absence.  Late assignments will be penalized 10% per day.
DISSABILITYACCOMMODATIONS

SUNY Geneseo will make reasonable accommodations for persons with documented physical, emotional or cognitive disabilities. Students should contact the Director in the Office of Disability Services (Tabitha Buggie-Hunt, 106A Erwin) and their faculty to discuss needed accommodations as early as possible in the semester.
READINGS
There are no textbooks for this course. There are, however, extensive readings posted on your myCourses website. I expect you to print these readings and bring them to class.

I. Reflective Essays (40%)
You will complete four reflective essays.  Reflective essays 1 is worth 7 % of your final grade, the remainder are worth 11% each.  The reflective essays are 4 pages in length and they require you to describe and respond to the readings assigned since the previous essay (one or two weeks of readings).  You are asked to summarize the key points of the readings and reflect or react to what you have read.  The reflective essays will be evaluated on style and content and they will be used to stimulate class discussion.   
II.  Participation (10%)

You are required to actively participate in class discussion.  In addition, I expect that you will come to class well prepared to discuss required readings and assignments.  Failure to engage in discussion, to ask questions, or to complete readings and assignments, will result in a low participation score.  
III. Class Presentation (10%)
Each student will choose an empirical research article (designated by “~” in your reading list) and deliver a 15 minute class presentation, supplemented by Power Point slides, highlighting and reflecting on the research findings. You are also asked to provide a brief bio on the author of your article and to place the research into academic context; that is, to describe where the research fits in our discussion of cultural geography. Presentations are delivered on the day the article is listed in your reading schedule.
IIV. Research Proposal and Final Report (40%): 

The final project will be either a written paper or poster.  You will be asked to develop an original, local, cultural geography research project. Project goals and specific guidelines will be formulated in consultation with the class at a later date.  
GRADING

The plus/minus letter grade option, as outlined in the 2002-2004 Undergraduate Bulletin, will be used. You will receive point scores for assignments, presentations, and participation.  At the end of the semester these will be totaled, averaged, and rounded-off to the nearest whole number to determine a final percentage score. Your final letter grade will be assigned on the following basis:
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE, READINGS & ASSIGNMENTS
Please read the readings in the order that they appear
(“~” article for potential class presentation, “*” number of pages) 
Sep. 2

Course Orientation and Introduction
Sep. 9

Cultural Geography *58


Mikesell—The Themes of Cultural Geography (1962) *24—cut back?


Schein—Cultural Traditions from A Companion to Cultural Geography (2004) *12



Myers etal—Cultural Geography from  Geography in America (2003) *11



Dear & Wassmansdorf—Postmodern Consequences (1993) * 4



Duncan—After the Civil War: Reconstructing Cultural Geography as Heterotopia (1994) *7


~ reflective essay 1 
Sep. 16

TBA

Sep. 23

Culture Areas *73


Cosgrove—Culture Area from Dictionary of Human Geography (2000) *2



Zelinsky—Structure from The Cultural Geography of the United States (1992) *32 replace with Nazi 


paper?


~Zelinsky—North America’s Vernacular Regions (1980) *16


~Lewis—The Northeast & the Making of American Geographical Habits (1994) *23
Sep. 30

Culture Areas *66


~Lewis—Small Town in Pennsylvania (1972) *27


~Ley & Cybriwsky—Urban Graffiti as Territorial Markers (1974)*16
 


~Mitchell—Gay Neighborhoods from Cultural Geography: A Critical Introduction (2000) *9—find other 


gay neighborhood study


~Anderson—The Idea of Chinatown (1987) *14—cut, too theoretical, too much


~ reflective essay 2 (two weeks of readings)
Oct. 7

Cultural Landscape *69


Cosgrove—Cultural Landscape from Dictionary of Human Geography (2000) *3



Cosgrove—The Idea of Landscape from Social Form. & Symbolic Landscape (1998) *2—cut, too much


~Lewis—Axioms for Reading the Landscape (1979) *15


~Lowenthal—The American Scene (1968) *27


~Jackson—Metamorphosis (1972) *4


Oct. 14

Cultural Landscape *76




Mitchell—Landscape from Cultural Geography: A Critical Dictionary (2005) *6—cut, too much


~Schein—The Place of Landscape: A Conceptual Framework for Interp. an American Scene (1997) *20



~Monk—Gender in the Landscape from Inventing Places: Studies in Cultural Geography (1992) *15


~Foote—A Landscape of Violence and Tragedy (1997) *35


~ reflective essay 3 (two weeks of readings)   
Oct. 21

Place and Identity *76


Tuan—Place: An Experiential Perspective (1975) *13


Ryden—Space, Place and Narrative: The Invisible Landscape (1993) *6



~Basso—Wisdom Sits in Places (1996) *37



~Goss—Imagined Places & The “Magic of the Mall” (1993) *20

Oct. 28

Place and Identity *71




~ Marsh—Continuity and Decline in the Anthracite Coal Fields of Pennsylvania (1987) *15


Robertson—Introduction from Hard as the Rock Itself (2006) *16



Robertson—Cokedale from Hard as the Rock Itself (2006) *40


~ reflective essay 4 (two weeks of readings) 





Nov. 4

Familiar Regions, Landscapes and Places *53 plus
~Gumprecht—The American College Town (2003) *26



~Norris—The Persistence of Use and Adaptive Reuse of Gas Stations (2000) *11



~Hugill--English Landscape Tastes in the United States (1986) *16—cut, too much


Robertson—The Genesee Oaks: A Natural and Cultural History (2008) Text and Powerpoint presentation


Nov. 11

Research Project 
 Workday
 
Nov. 18

Research Proposal due 
Nov. 25

Thanksgiving Break—no class

Dec. 2

Research Project Workday
Dec. 9

Research Project Workday

Dec. 21

Research Final Report due (3:30 pm)
4
4

